
August 29, 2025
The Honorable Marco Rubio
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Rubio,

We write to you today with urgency about the grave crisis that infants in Gaza face as a result of severe 
restrictions on the entry and distribution of humanitarian aid. Specifically, we write to you today asking 
that the United States use its full power and authority to immediately facilitate a massive surge in all 
humanitarian aid, and in particular infant formula, into Gaza to address this crisis. The United States and 
Israel, have a moral obligation to address the dire conditions that threaten the lives of Palestinian families.
     

After months of warnings from humanitarian aid organizations, Palestinians in Gaza are dying of 
starvation.1 The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification warned at the end of July that the “worst-
case scenario of famine is currently playing out in the Gaza Strip.”2 At least 85 children3 have died of 
hunger-related causes and over 20,000 children have been treated for malnutrition in Gaza since April.4 
Infants in particular are especially vulnerable to death by starvation and are dying of malnutrition.5 The 
lack of food and aid writ large means mothers do not have the basic nutrition required to sustain 
breastfeeding, rendering formula the only option for infant survival in many cases.6

Between March 2 and May 19, 2025, the Netanyahu government did not allow the entry of any 
humanitarian aid into Gaza.7 Since late May, the Netanyahu government has instituted a new system of 
humanitarian aid delivery, the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF), which has resulted in a 
catastrophic decrease in food supplies and other humanitarian aid. According to the Netanyahu 
government’s own data8, the GHF has delivered only a tiny fraction of the aid that could be delivered by 
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the previous U.N.-coordinated distribution system.9 In addition, aid packages from the GHF do not 
include baby formula.10 While aid distributed by the United Nations does include baby formula, an 
average of 69 trucks per day have entered Gaza according to Israeli government data—vastly below the 
500 to 600 trucks per day the U.N. says are needed to meet humanitarian needs.11As a result, Gaza is 
currently facing a dire shortage12 of baby formula, depriving infants of what is their only hope against 
starvation13.       

We the undersigned stand united in our fundamental American moral values that we must do everything 
possible to ensure children are not starving and that infants are not denied critical food aid. This crisis is 
not one of funding or resources, but of access and political will. While we push for a long-lasting 
resolution and we are devastated that previous ceasefires were not upheld, we believe it is absolutely 
necessary to prioritize the safe delivery of the pallets of baby formula, specifically ready-to-feed formula, 
sitting at the border of Gaza to ensure that we do not lose another newborn or infant to starvation.14

We therefore urge you to demand that the Israeli government immediately facilitate a massive surge of 
humanitarian aid to enter Gaza, including but not limited to baby formula and medical equipment 
required to treat infant and child malnourishment. Specifically, all crossing points should immediately be 
reopened for the entry of humanitarian aid and allowed to operate simultaneously and consistently, and 
the Israeli government must take additional steps to vastly scale up the amount of aid allowed in through 
existing crossings and expand movement and access for international aid organizations throughout the 
Gaza Strip must also be taken, so that they can deliver this aid without diversion.      

This moment demands moral clarity and decisive action. Our conscience as a nation and our values 
compel us to speak out. We appeal to you not only in your capacity as a government official but as a 
parent. No child should face the desperation and suffering we are witnessing in Gaza in real time and our 
hearts break for the children killed in Israel and Gaza. We must use our leverage to ensure the most 
vulnerable are protected and we implore you to take these steps to save innocent lives.

We request that you move with urgency and respond in writing no later than September 8, 2025.

Sincerely,
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