
Dear Dr. Brantner,

INTERNA

17March2023

wishto referto your letterof 16 March2023 in whichyououtlinedsomeconcernsrelating
to the functionsofthe Secretary-General. I deeplyregret that the StateSecretaryconsideredit
necessaryto sendsuch a letter.

Itmaybeusefulto recallthatArticle 166 ofthe UnitedNationsConventiononthe Lawofthe

Seaprovidesthat the Secretary-Generalshallbe the chief administrativeofficeroftheAuthorityand
shallactinthat capacity in all meetingsofthe Assembly, of the Counciland anysubsidiaryorgan.
This isalso reflectedinthe Rules ofProcedureofthe Councilwhichpermitthe Secretary-General, at
any time, to make oralorwritten statements to the Councilconcerningany questionunder
considerationbyit.

The principalroleofthe Secretary-Generalis to be a guardianofthe integrityofthe

Conventionandthe 1994Agreementandto ensurethe goodfunctioningofthe Authoritysothatit
fulfils itsmandate. Generalprinciplesofthe lawofinternationalorganizationsrecognizethe

implicitcompetenceofthe Secretary-Generalto dischargehisor her responsibilitiesparticularlyas
itrelatesto the respectby membersofthe legalframework. This is consistentwiththe roleofthe

Secretariatas one ofthe principalorgans ofthe Authority

Contraryto what is assertedinthe letter, the openingremarksdelivered by me at the
intersessionaldialogue on 8 March2023 (attached) didnotpresentany preferred interpretationof
the Conventionor the 1994 Agreementanddidnot refer to any specific proposalby any delegation.
Myremarkswere fully consistentwiththe competencesrecognizedto me, suggestinggeneraland

non-controversialconsiderationsfor evaluatingallproposalsandsuggestionsrelatingto the matter

underconsideration. They are remarksthat I amnotonly entitledto make, but also expectedto

makein accordancewithmy responsibilitiesunder the Convention.

DrFranziskaBrantner

ParliamentaryStateSecretary
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What is ofparticular concern is that the letter goes on to make a bold and unsubstantiated

allegation , without facts or evidence , that I have, inthe past, actively taken a stand against positions
and decision-making proposals from delegations. This is untrue and I reject such a baseless

allegation .
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wish to takethis opportunityto remindyou ofthe provisions ofArticle 168ofthe

Conventionand the obligationon each State Party to respectthe exclusively internationalcharacter
ofthe responsibilities of the Secretary-Generalandthe staffand not to seek to influencethem inthe

dischargeoftheir responsibilities.

I would suggest that circulatingyour letter to allmembers and observers of the Council
would be ill-advised and unnecessary. Nevertheless , ifGermany insists to circulate your letter, I
respectfully request that you do so with myletter in response, and my remarks to the intersessional
dialogue, attached.

Finally, refer to the first paragraph of your letter and acknowledge with appreciation
Germany's full support for the performance of the functions of the Secretariat . As a State Party to

the Convention and the 1994 Agreement , a member ofthe Council , and a State sponsor ofactivities

inthe Area, Germany has always made a constructive and important contribution to the work ofthe

Authority This contribution is highly appreciated , and I look forward to further cooperation in
future.

With assurances of my highest consideration .

Michael Lodge


