
28 Leading recovery establishment 
helping addict’s behaviour (5)

30 Musician’s loud, but sitting 
pretty (9)

31 Raeburn’s Reverend Walker? 
Right! (6)

32 Cavalryman upset artist (6)
34 Battle for personal transport (5)
36 Railwaywoman rarely on the staff 

these days (5)
37 Fancy this mid-thirties 

garment? (1-5)
41 Sonneteer erases participle 

erroneously (11)
44 Rite from point on part of the 

Outer Hebrides (9)
46 Smooth Japanese seaweed 

knocked over (4)
47 It’s steady to be unsteady (4)
48 Rough path rated highly 

unsafe (9)
50 Artist who drinks in small 

amounts, apparently (8)
51 Victor Hugo initially abandons 

flowering plant (7)
52 It can be played wearing a ring (7)
53 Like shredded tobacco at the last 

moment, when swapped (4-3)
55 Sailors start to eat alfalfa (7)
56 Thick Barnet politician that Her 

Majesty avoids (6)
59 Sell up, abandoning island 

subsequently (5)
60 Rock singer (4)
61 Experts’ whorls? (4)

49 Guitarist’s smile about Rodrigo’s 
first piece (5)

51 Little boy scout’s in charge of 
empty lakeside kiosk (7)

53 Folios with so odd operational 
diagrams (4,6)

54 Call corporation endlessly (4)
57 Mother’s single cheese (10)
58 Compulsive fellow having a short 

time away in Sicily? Not half! (10)
62 Primarily, it’s where old Japanese 

infantry met Americans? (3,4)
63 This brushwood cock has tea 

with gangster (9)
64 I’m not impressed, getting over 

River Don (5)
65 What golfers consider as watering 

holes? (11)
66 Argues over extra amount 

due (11)

Down
 1 Lot on boat (3,4)
 2 Hastily construct and call, but 

number’s forgotten (3,2)
 3 Beginning of term of some ninety 

months (6)
 4 Tip missing from direction 

indicator for village on the Cowal 
peninsula (8)

 5 Former England cricket captain’s 
little bear — right! (3,6)

 6 Muslim leader of eastern peasant 
commune? (4)

 7 Charon’s fare — some two 
bolivars (4)

 8 In pursuit of Neptune, it’s said (7)
 9 It fixes dyes on 80 yards of yarn at 

gallery (4,7)
10 Father and I leave Pedro some 

aromatic oil (9)
11 Property of landowners, say, in 

Midwest (7)
12 Causes misery, cutting girl’s 

hair (7)
18 Seaweed traps fine swimmer (4)
19 Lance Hill in the Lake District (4)
21 Indirectly suggest medic takes 

some interest (4,1,4)
24 Live wires, out west, upset Italian 

football league (5,1)
26 Indian snack for boatman, we’re 

told (5)
27 Finest hose first fashioned from 

this (and used thematically?) (7)
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14 Operetta by Stravinsky and Eisler 
to start with (9)

15 Some boxer one removed from 
championship (1,6)

16 Ways to deal with fruit — a pound 
off (10)

17 French company, backing home 
that will go up in smoke (10)

20 Children in rags (4)
22 German trader from the Baltic 

took bit of food from glutton (10)
23 How time flies! (7)
25 Porter at journey’s end, 

thematically (5)

Twenty-eight clues lead to solutions 
that include a theme word, which is 
ignored in their wordplay. (Some of 
these theme words appear more than 
once.) Six other clues lead to thematic 
solutions, which may not necessarily 
be defined.

Across
 1 Volume with strange tales of 

south coast fortification (5,6)
 7 Out of date, becoming horrid 

almost with time (11)
13 Mat — boy with no love for 

sport (5)

26 More concise instructions to 
retreating troops (7)

29 American passes Chinese fellow 
and removes hat (8)

33 Sanskrit treatises first 
understood around Spain (10)

35 Composer’s rest disturbed (8)
38 Fresh air and water (3)
39 Writer of short stories ignores a 

runner (3)
40 Graduate working in Essex 

town (8)
42 Novel hotel opening by river (5,5)
43 New Year host in Scottish 

resort (8)
45 Foolhardy at heart in 

compound (7)

No 28,321 set by Maskarade

We regret that in present circumstances 
we are unable to process prize entries 
for Saturday puzzles. The solution to this 
puzzle will be published in the Guardian 
on Monday 28th Dec.


