
Primary news activities II

Writing a news article
 
The 5 Ws are used at the start of a news article so that readers know exactly what the story 

is about. In Daniel Boffey’s article about a stolen painting, he has included the 5 Ws in the 

opening two paragraphs.

Who?  Thieves

What? Van Gogh painting stolen from gallery

When? 3.15am Sunday 29 March

Where? Singer Laren museum, Netherlands

Why?  Valuable painting worth up to £5m
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After the 5Ws, what next? You need to include details in your article that will inform and 

interest the readers. Daniel Boffey wrote his article using the inverted pyramid.

After the 5Ws, Daniel adds interesting facts.

The burglar alarm had been triggered by the break-in but the thieves had fled by the time po-

lice officers arrived.

He also interviews different people so that readers understand the effect of the incident on 

those involved and makes it a very human story. He makes it clear who is being quoted so 

that we know the story is real.

The museum’s director, Jan Rudolph de Lorm, said that the painting had been on loan from 

the Groninger Museum.  The painting was stolen on the day Van Gogh was born 167 years ago.

De Lorm said: “This is exactly what you don’t want as a museum that has a painting on loan.”

The Groninger Museum, located in the northern Dutch city of Groningen, said in a statement: 

“The work from 1884, oil on paper on panel is the only painting by Van Gogh in the collection 

of the Groninger Museum.

“We are very shocked by this news. The investigation is currently in full swing and no more 

can be said about it due to the police investigation.”

Structure of a news story
The 5 Ws

Further details
Quotes

Background
Future
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Daniel ends his article with the section of the pyramid called background and future. 

In 2007, thieves stole seven statues from the museum’s garden worth an estimated €1.3m, 

including a cast of the statue The Thinker by the French artist Auguste Rodin.

The statue was later found in a damaged state. In 2010, the two thieves responsible were sen-

tenced to prison for four and four and a half years, reduced on appeal to two and nearly three 

years imprisonment.

This final section provides some interesting background to the report but as it is not the 

most important information it comes at the end. The least important information always 

goes at the end in case an editor needs to cut the article due to shortage of space in the 

newspaper.

Activity: write your own article using the inverted pyramid structure.
 

Here are some story ideas:

1. Report on how a pet is behaving now you are at home and spending more time with 

them.

2. Interview someone at home about their day. It might be an adult who is either leaving 

the house to go to work or perhaps working from home at the moment.

3. You could report on a fun activity you have done at home in the last week.

4. Choose your own idea for a story.

 

If an adult would like to share your story with us, we’d love to hear from you. Email us at 

educationcentre@guardian.co.uk or contact us on Twitter @GuardianEduCent
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