
Primary news activities I

Finding the 5 Ws
News reporting skills

Need to find out as much information as possible

Enable people to tell their stories by careful interviewing

Write an interesting article after checking your facts again and again

Share the story you have written

 

A news reporter needs to find out lots of details about a story. A reporter may interview 

people involved but will also carry out lots of research to make sure that all the facts are 

correct. Reporters always need to find the answers to 5 key questions called the 5Ws:

Who is the story about?

What is happening in the story?

When did it happen?

Where did the story happen?

Why did it happen?

Click on this link to read about twin ring-tailed lemurs born at Chester Zoo. Look at the 

headline and the first 2 paragraphs. The reporter has included the 5Ws. 

Who?      Twin ring-tailed lemurs

What?     Endangered primates born

When?    2 March

Where?  Chester Zoo

Why?      Endangered primate numbers shrunk by half in last 36 years

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/24/twin-ring-tailed-lemurs-born-at-chester-zoo
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Using the example above, find the answers to the 5Ws in the attached story about a stolen 

painting. The answers are in the first 2 paragraphs:

Who?:

What?:

When?:

Where?:

Why?:

Now over to you: write 2 paragraphs about a story that you are interested in
 

Story ideas

1. Report on how a pet is behaving now you are at home and spending more time with 

them.

2. Interview someone at home about their day. It might be an adult who is either leaving 

the house to go to work or perhaps working from home at the moment.

3. You could report on a fun activity you have done at home in the last week.

4. Choose your own idea for a story.

 

We would love you to share with us what you have written. If an adult would like to share 

your story with us, we’d love to hear from you at educationcentre@guardian.co.uk or on 

Twitter @GuardianEduCent
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