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"¢ MISSION DES AMIS.”

FRIENDS’ RELIEF WORL
IN FRANCE.

A VISIT TO THE WAR ARE.«

[The fund recertly raised in these ecoluny .
for the relief of the dietressed war-arcas Revin.
been handed over for administration :n ‘x,
Friends’ Emergency and War Vietims® Re‘i‘,‘:!
Committee, the ¢MManchester Guardizn ™ '~
sent a speoial correspondent to observe g 4
seribe the work that is being carried o i;
various areas in which the Friends are ad
ministering relief. Below we print the Srat
article on the subject.] )

(Frgm our 8pecial Correspondent.)

i Paris, Moxp,y,

The work in France of the Seciety of Friep.
dates back to the very early days of 1!
It began in.rlhe autumn of 1914, when
of British Quakers went out to soften 1l
hardships of refugees, and has continucd yp.
broken ever since. TIn 1917 the British wore
joined by American Quakers, and tl, twe
nationalities now work together under the
respective direction of committees in I
and Philadelohia.

It would be hard to find any form of ser-
vice more beautiful and adventurous than
this, which went on in the war and vet wae
not of it. The history of it includes many
stories of work. carried on under shell-fire, of
the evacuation from bombarded villages of
people too old and infirm to stand the hurried
methods of the military authorities. Time alter
time the Mission des Amis was jtself a refumes,
and its efforts Lattered into pieces by enemr
guns. ’ '

All that is happily over now, and the work
of the Mission in its centres wn the Marne,
the Meuse, and the Somme can be devate] 10
the permanent welfare of France. It is
estimated that in these distriets the countrr
is eighteen months nearer prosperity anij
happiness than are the devastated repions
where the Friends are not helping. T have
spent the last two days driving through de-
struction and chaos which no one can nnder.
stand until he has seen it, and every hing of
life or hope in all that misery was the direct
outcome of the Mission’s labour. Desolate.
mcurnful fields, scarred with shell wounds
and bound with tangles of rusty bharhed wire:
and away in the distance a cluster of huts
built by the Friends and smoke curling up
from the chimners of homes more deeply ap-
L)recmted surely than cver hLowes have been

efore. A village full of ghost houses, frail
and haunied ruins, with one of them ingeni-
ously turaed into a little co-operative shep.
anl the familiar red star showing that a few

1ssion workers are living draughty, pre-
carious lives in the more solid part of another.
The tragedy of this land of bitter memories
and waste would be unbearalle withont them.

1¢ war,
a party

wndop

The Maternity Home. .

Oac of the oldest enterprises of the Mission
des Amis—I give it tho title by which this
country knows it,—and the firstonel visited,
is at Chalons-sur-Marne. This sturdy little
tewn, whose population scems largely to con-
sisi of German prisencrs, has just restarted
its tramway system, and only a few of its
ouses still retain that horrible look of naked-
ness in which shell-fire left them. It contains
the matcrnity home of the Mission, and also

a créche for babies whose parents had cither
abandoned them or died.” The . maternity
kome was opened.in 1914, anc has had many
adventures sine¢ then. At one time it had
to be evacuated at a few kcurs' notice owing
to a rapid German advance. When the vil-
lages round were being bombarded, the Mis-
sion tock in hundreds of small children whose
parents were driven out of their homes into
the woods. The nurses nt Chilons tell of one
hectic day when furty babies arrived, abso-
lutely wiheralded. and at a time when the
rescurces of the home were already over-
strained. YXach infaat had heen provided at
the. village mairie with a label hearing its
reme and address, but on the journey most
ol them had beguiled the tedium by chewing
their distinguishing tags. By the time they
were bathed—having spent much of their
short lives in cellars, the ceremony was very
essential.—and their clothes mixed up in the
hurry, the anonymity of ihose forty babies
was complete. ., . T .

In these duys the Wwork at Chdlons is more
tranquil. The maternity home takes in re-
fugee mothers who have some sort of a male-
shift home for themselves, which is not the
sort of place in which one would care to
receive a new little life. On the day befor»
I visited it the ten hundred and nineteenth
baby (1.019) horn nnder the care of ‘the Miz-
sion had arrived. The first child to be horn
there is now five years old.  In the créche
down the road live a number of small, desti-
tute children who arc not old enough er
strong cnough to be farmed out in families
sceording to the French fashion. One bouny
little girl, aged two or-three, named Denise.
is the only surviving member of a !)‘hule
househnld killed in the bombardment. Then
there is Marguerite, whu weighed cnly 2!
ponnds when she was born, and is nine months
old now" and has @uite lived down her un-
satiafactory Dbegiuning.  There are dozens
of them, cach one an innocent viétim to the
horrors of war and dependent for almost oll
thie good that the future will bring tlem cn
‘thirefforts~of ~the~ Mission. ~Just now the
Bociety of Friendsis srranging to endow the
hospital aud créche at Chilons and pass them
‘on terthe control of the Frénciv

< Ift a~Missfon Hospital.
tTher w of the Nission des. Amis in
Trance - cetitrés“round a namber of small
headquarters or “iquipcs, © The largest 18
ke Mcuse region is at- Grange, a hamlet_
;le:\r Clérmont-en:Argonne.” Clermont itself
s just a*lusteE-gf ririns, beautifully sct on
the edge iqf" 1 ;13#{}\7'36!"1_‘: Forest. The most
]uten cstiug";‘},q?ldirf"& in-it is @ Hospital run h\
:}Im Missi'uq,,; .:\.l‘l.‘twlg’rqug‘l the, war it was ¥
thurge of  fine old Tiun, Seur Gabrielle, who
nufted wonded “Gorindns in it during the
pnemiy occnipation~of tlie town und whose
Tonfversations. with: her captors were givell
Ppoint_by the fact.that they almost invariably
held a revolver to -her ear b __”x_m_v__of em-
PhakiecRhg=4s‘working' there llow with t}lcj
Misstonywrses;owhose:patients-the day'l was
therewere-mostiy-old~indies— and - absolutely
destitute..- - One: of . them, aged: more than
eighty,.suid ** Vive I"Angleterre”’; #Wlien I was
incrodinded to’ her;and anothez); wbo h:ds
TosticVen he Bightzkissed m i BakisSgrer an
ldvel'»’mgain,f‘s)iﬁ' fiof the: ospxm;% still llzl»:
ruins.” The rest has been repmaid: by ¢
Aritish and-Amfeiican workers, @il
'distemipared” by Gernmdn “prisonery. v
- This” employment: of: 1 pr
‘the” Frienas  m _almdsts every, field ‘of
‘bas roised ‘an:ibteresting.question with re-
'gard _to: thir wag ‘Lha "French (10"91';"
Agent pays themn-small suni, which cun “.ﬁ
‘be epent. at the: camp canteens, and it W
‘be Epent. at_the; camp, canteens, and it

allow- any more Sito<be ‘given: Lo them-
‘Thiete 14 %thonz Feeliig Mt thé Auwssion, against
fithis’;. poliey? - ands Bo. . > the [ next - fe¥
jdays-tweolworker's are setting ous for 'hc{ml}f.);
nudowil) pay. to e Feiiiliss’the o
jtue gmone.lmeiiﬁ Y :?""i'—ve?:%‘ﬁ?o‘] i
are oiven af the -jtidu - of . thiese priscr
%&%ﬁ’#ﬁ?‘f" “uwg%ﬂész ;?E:f into
Sheir whil YA MO v g Rart iven.
rlﬂ'éii?"Wﬁawnﬁééyﬁéﬁlégﬂsﬂb*}:zn -which 8
Premch gfer nﬂ;Ggfiiig”jx' TiEiers
;;‘ tﬂ‘?‘,ﬁi’m'p ? B e ‘)w 2
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