
British in Europe is the largest coalition group of Britons living and working in Europe. With representation 
across the whole continent. we actively campaign for the rights of UK citizens in the EU and support EU 

citizens in the UK. We proudly stand up for an inclusive, open, British and European identity.

The Rt Hon Theresa May MP
The Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
LONDON 
SW1A 2AA

22 September, 2017

Dear Prime Minister, 

We write on behalf of British in Europe, the coalition of 10 groups of British citizens living in the 
EU27. There are approximately 1.2 million British in Europe. Some 20% of UK nationals in the 
EU27 are the famous pensioners in Spain and elsewhere. Seventy per cent of British nationals in 
Europe are of working age and economically active across the EU27. 

Our goal is to protect and maintain post-Brexit all the EU citizenship rights that we currently have. 
We want this complex bundle of interlinked rights to be acknowledged for what they are – a binding 
promise made by the EU28 - and we want them to continue in their entirety for our lifetimes, protect-
HG�LQ�D�:LWKGUDZDO�$JUHHPHQW�UHFRJQLVHG�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ��SURSHUO\�LPSOHPHQWHG�DQG�H൵HFWLYHO\�
enforced, and ring-fenced. We have been advocating for these rights and this solution hand in hand 
with the largest EU citizens’ group in the UK, the3million, since January 2017.

Since June 24 2016, you, your EU27 counterparts, Members of the European Parliament, Commis-
sion President Juncker, Council President Tusk and EU chief negotiator Michel Barnier have all been 
at pains to stress that the protection of citizens’ rights is of fundamental importance. In your landmark 
Lancaster House speech you said: 

‘We want to guarantee the rights of EU citizens who are already living in Britain, and the rights of 
British nationals in other member states’, and: ‘The same rules and laws will apply on the day after 
Brexit as they did before.’

That speech has often been quoted back at us, whenever we have questioned or queried where the 
Government is heading. 

Accordingly, we were very much looking forward to your Florence speech on 22 September 2017. 
We hoped that you would take that key opportunity to set out concrete steps on how the UK will 
guarantee  the current rights of EU27 citizens in the UK and UK nationals living in the EU27. We 
hoped that you would take on board the positions reached in the negotiations so far on this crucial 
topic. And we hoped that you would signal that the UK is prepared to make the changes necessary to 
LWV�R൵HU�RI����-XQH������WKDW�QHHG�WR�EH�PDGH�WR�SURWHFW�DOO�RI�RXU�ULJKWV�DQG�XQORFN�WKH�%UH[LW�ORJMDP��

So what did you say? You said that: 

µ,W�KDV�EHHQ��DQG�UHPDLQV��RQH�RI�P\�¿UVW�JRDOV�LQ�WKLV�QHJRWLDWLRQ�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�FDUU\�RQ�
living your lives as before.’ 



British in Europe is the largest coalition group of Britons living and working in Europe. With representation 
across the whole continent. we actively campaign for the rights of UK citizens in the EU and support EU 

citizens in the UK. We proudly stand up for an inclusive, open, British and European identity.

You went on to say later in your speech that the citizenship provisions in the Withdrawal Agreement 
ZRXOG�EH�JLYHQ�GLUHFW�H൵HFW�LQ�%ULWLVK�ODZ��

So, what does that mean in the context of where we are in the negotiations and what changes we need 
to see in round four?

As Michel Barnier pointed out in his speech to the Italian Parliament on 21 September, there is only 
one year left to agree our withdrawal from the EU. The hard truth is that there will be no agreement 
while the UK continues to consistently undermine its own message of support for EU nationals in 
the UK and its own citizens. The perception we now have after three rounds of negotiations and 
Florence, which appears to be shared in Brussels and elsewhere, and by our EU27 friends and coun-
WHUSDUWV�LQ�WKH�PLOOLRQ��LV�WKDW�WKH�8.�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�D�GL൵HUHQW�DJHQGD�IRU�WKHP�WR�WKH�RQH�ODLG�RXW�
in the Lancaster House and now Florence speeches. This is based on:

D��7KH�8.�R൵HU�RI�VHWWOHG�VWDWXV��ZKLFK�LV�QRW�WKH�VDPH�DV�WKH�FXUUHQW�ULJKWV�(8���LQ�WKH�8.�
FXUUHQWO\�HQMR\�

E��7KH�+RPH�2൶FH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�VHQG�RXW�����GHSRUWDWLRQ�OHWWHUV�WR�(8�QDWLRQDOV�LQ�UHFHQW�PRQWKV

c) The contents of the leaked immigration white paper three weeks ago

G��7KH�UHIXVDO�VR�IDU�RI�WKH�8.�WR�DJUHH�WKH�FXW�R൵�GDWH

e) New banking rules for EU27 nationals and;

f) The refusal of the UK to remove the two-year rule for EU citizens in the UK

All of these issues have led to reduced trust on the EU side when it comes to citizens’ rights. We 
UHJUHW�WKDW�\RX�PDGH�QR�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKHVH�IDFWV�LQ�\RXU�VSHHFK�DQG�GLG�QRW�R൵HU�DQ�DSRORJ\�DV�WKLV�
would have gone a long way to reassuring the EU negotiators and, more importantly, the3million.

6R��ZH�¿QG�RXUVHOYHV�DW�DQ�LPSDVVH��7KHUH�KDV�QRW��LQ�IDFW��EHHQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�RU�HYHQ�VX൶FLHQW�SURJUHVV�
RQ�FLWL]HQV¶�ULJKWV�DQG�WKLV�PXVW�FKDQJH�LQ�5RXQG���RI�WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQV��7KH�¿UVW�VWHS�VKRXOG�EH�WR�
VFUDS�³VHWWOHG�VWDWXV´�DQG�VLPSO\�FRQ¿UP�FXUUHQW�ULJKWV�RI�SHUPDQHQW�UHVLGHQFH��FRPELQHG�ZLWK�D�
lifetime right of return, for EU27 nationals. At the same time, the UK should agree to continue to ap-
SO\�WKH�FXUUHQW�(8�UXOHV�RQ�IDPLO\�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�PLOOLRQ��and for British in Europe returning 
to the UK) after Brexit. 

If you agree to these steps, the very welcome compromise you made in Florence on the principle of 
GLUHFW�H൵HFW�ZLOO�EH�PHDQLQJIXO��%XW�LI�QRW��GLUHFW�H൵HFW�IRU�OHVVHU�ULJKWV�WKDQ�ZH�HQMR\�QRZ�ZLOO�EH�D�
largely empty gesture and will be recognized as such by the EU, the 3million and British in Europe. 

Finally, we would ask that whilst you are doing all of this please send a memo to your Home Secre-
WDU\�DQG�KHU�VWD൵�WR�UHPLQG�WKHP�WKDW�WKH�8.�QHJRWLDWRUV�ZRXOG�EH�LPPHDVXUDEO\�KHOSHG�LI�VKH�DQG�
KHU�VWD൵�FRXOG�FRPSO\�ZLWK�+LJK�&RXUW�RUGHUV�DQG�(8�OHJLVODWLRQ�DW�DOO�WLPHV�EHFDXVH�WKDW�LV�ZKDW�
should happen in mature and stable democracies with a proper respect for the rule of law. 

Without these steps, our rights will continue to be undermined because reciprocity means reciprocity. 
The 1.2 million British in Europe are the canaries in the coalmine for any future relationship between 
the UK and the EU. If Michel Barnier, the European Parliament and the EU27 Member States see 
that the UK government is willing to throw us, our rights, our livelihoods and our children under the 
%UH[LW�EXV��WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�QR�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�UHFRJQL]H�DQG�SURWHFW�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�WKH��PLOOLRQ�
or any other post-Brexit obligations in the future. Britain’s reputation, credibility and any prospect 
of a FTA and cross-border access for our group, let alone UK citizens in future, will disappear down 
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the Brexit rabbit hole. 

So please, stop treating citizens’ rights as a minor issue that can be pushed aside in the headlong 
dash for a trade or indeed a security agreement: They are not minor and you cannot ignore them. And 
please stop treating citizens’ rights as an immigration issue – this about people already living in other 
countries with rights, who have relied on them in good faith, and built lives on them. Recognize with 
PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�SODWLWXGHV�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�PLOOLRQ�DQG�%ULWLVK�LQ�(XURSH�KDYH�PDGH�WR�WKH�8.�
for years and protect our rights. Then we can all move on with our lives and the UK can move on with 
Brexit should it ultimately choose to do so. 

Yours sincerely,

British in Europe Steering Committee

cc  The Rt Hon Amber Rudd MP

 The Rt Hon David Davis MP

Jane Golding
CHAIR

Fiona Godfrey
Vice Chair

Roger Boaden, MBE Christopher Chantrey, OBE

Sue Wilson Kalba Meadows

Michael Harris Debbie Williams
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