THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. FRIDAY,

MARCH 16. 917

5

[

- TSAR ABDICATES.

' t

THE DUMA HEADS

A REVOLUTION IN

PETROGRAD.

TROOPS SIDE WITH THE PEOPLE.

7

REACTIONARIES ARRESTED: PEOPLE'S REVENGE
ON POLICE.

The two days’ silence from Petrograd was
hroken last night. News comes through
Copeniazen that the Duma has placed
itse)f at the head of a revolutionary move-
ment and that, supported by the troops in
Petrozrad. it has declared a Provisional
Ginvernment.

Tiwe Tsar has abdicated, and his brother, the

Grand  Duke  Michael Alexandravitch,
kas heen appointed Regent. This was
annoanneed in the House of Commons last
maht.

Perrnzead was vesterday stated to be calm
and orderly.  In the early days of the
wevk there had been firing in the streets,
but nu very serious loss of life.

Tse bloolshed was chiefly caused by the
e, not the soldiers, and the soldiers
ami the people have freed political
prunets and burned polico stations and
pelie papers.  Reactionary leaders, includ-
inz members of the Cabinet, have been
arrestiql. )

M.weow, Nijni Novgorod, and other towns
are adhering to the movement.

The rmlways and public. services, an official
teiesram states, are working again.  All
waws emphasises that the spirit of the
movement is towards an energetic prose-
artion of the war,

DUMA’S ACTION.

A RODZIANKO I'ROVISIONAL
GOVERNMENT.
(ExcnANGE TELEGRAM.)

CorrxnaGEN, THURSDAY.

Atelvcram received from Petrograd states
cfficially that a revolution has broken out in
Potrngrad.

The Duna refused to be dissolved, and an
Exeeutive Committee was formed, with M.
Redzianko, the President of the Duma, as its
head. The Committee, which is made up of
twelve members, two days ago proclaimed
1681 as a Provisional Government, and issued
the: followine proclamation 1 —

Owing to the difficult circumstances and
the disorgunisation of the interior of the
conntry. far which the former (Government

is responsible, the Executive Committee of
the Duma consider it necessary to take over
the government «f the country.

Fully realiuns 1he  jmportance of the
decision come to. the Committee feels sure
that the population und the army will assist
it in the difficult task of forming a new
Government which will be-in a position to
fulfil the wishes of the people and be
assured of the public confidence.

The revolutionists, supported by
rpulace of Petrograd and by the whole
carrison of 30,000 men, thereupon arrested
*it the members of the Cabinet and declared
‘e Cabinet to be non-existent.

Today, the third day of the revolution,
“trorrad is quite calm, and there was uo
Zulty in maintaining order.

‘-i member of the Duma, Colonel Engel-

@ni has heen appointed commander in
Patr.czrad.

the

Vi~ evening the Committee issued a pro-
474ton requesting the population and the

LarRe and railvays to continue ileir indus-
TR Lvities.

kY OF THE RISING.
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“MLDIERY AND WORKMEN
PEGIN MOVEMENT.,

——res

POLICE CAUSE BLOODSHED.
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ASF3CIATION FOREIGN SPECIALL.)

PerROGRAD, TUESDAY.
st duty of a British correspondent
‘= lays of national upheaval is to assure
F¥patriots that ¢ Russia is all right”’ as
"iowLoally. and fighter. The fiery trials
e undergoing will only steel her heart

< ATIR

_.I ~:¢e heon day and night in the streets
- last three days; I have seen long
"~ of hungry men, women, and children
s bakers', seen wanton firing with rifles
- hachine-guns, seen civil war in the main
sorwughfares: but I have not heard a single
fhuzunst the war,
-,,.,l,.““ hertage of food, the lack of organisa-
o T tha neglect of the most elementary
!._;"d‘!in‘m.\ are popularly ascribed to German
o twes. The wond ¢“provecation
wrar ;. Thexe influences the Russians are
.7 I eXterminate,
“hi":i. “"lf""' of Rasputin was thq !_natch
o 1 fire to a vast heap of patriotic de-
""\'."‘."“”-_ Russia would deserve well of
cvlies. She would give herself a chance.
- ,'_;:ﬁ!"‘ quickly spread, and ran from class
liang 1, OM caste to caste, from the civi-
e . tie troops. It smouldered in Petro-
I Saturday, flamed up on Sunday, and
4 conflagration yesterday.  This

..
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Came

was on’

morning I heard that its purpose had been
achieved.

All the regiments in Petrograd have de-
clared for the Duma and the people, and
the Nava! Barracks have been opened to
enablo the sailors to make common cause
with the rest.

A Weak Fusilade.

I live next to the English Church behind
the English Quay. Up to the early hours of
the morning bombs, guns, and the rattle of
machine-guns and rifles were heard from
Vassily Ostrov, which is across the Neva.

They were the culminating salvoes of the
national awakening.

Owing to the interruption of the tram
service and the want of droshkies it would
have been difficult personally to watch the
successive cvents. Commander Locker-
Lampson, however, placed his motor<car at
my disposal on Saturday, and I drove slowly
along the Nevsky Prospekt through ecrowds
numbering tens of thousands, intermingled
with cavalry, Cossacks, and patrols of in-
fantry with fixed bayonets. The motor-car
was driven by a soldier and was frequently
stopped, but my explanation that I and my
companion were British invariably evoked
cheers and the heartiest ;;00d wishes.

Orders were suddenly given to use rifles
and machine-guns. There werc only a cer-
tain number of live cartridges in the belts
of the machine-guns,’ but the crowds were
so dense that many feli. As regards the
riflemen, either a large number of blank cart-
ridges were used or the shooting was inten-
tionally bad.

The garden in front of the Kazan Cathe-
dral was packed when the large force of
Cossacks came up. Al kneeled, and the
Cossacks did not fire.

Guards Regiments Come Over.
Several of the police, including a high offi-
cial, were shot. The resentment of the people
was directed especially against the police,
for it had become known that a considerable
proportion of the troops had already refused

to fire. On Sunday some of the police sent
to assist the military fired on the people, to
the great indignation of the soldiery.

Sunday was a rcpetition of Saturday on a
more extensive scale in various quarters of
the town.

On Suunday night a secret meeting of the
Duma was convened for Monday. The
majority of the members had reached the
Taurida Palace on foot.

The first thing in the morning several
Guards regiments declared for the people, and
some officers were killed. The Litoviky
Regiment refused to fire. and the Veolynsky,
Pavlovsky, Preobranjensky, Simeonoffsky,
Keksholmsky, and other Guards, altogether
25.000 men, joined their comrades with their
arms.

The arsenal, the artillery headquarters,
was 1aken and the commandant killed.

Colonel Knox, the British Military Attaché,
who was at the arsenal at the time, was
escorted to the British Embassy by a guard.

The fortress of St. Peter and St. Paul

was also entered, and the prison was opened.’

The fortress is now the headquarters of the
revolutionary forces.  There are thousands
of soldiers in the streets leading to the Duma,
fraternising with the people.

Duma’s Message to the Tsar.
- The members arrived at the Duma building
to find the Imperial rescript snspending the
sittings to ‘‘not later than the middle of
April.” | The party leaders resolved not to
disperse, and the Duma held :dn historic sit-

ting, as the rvesult of which M. Rodzianko
telegraphed to the Tsar as follows:—

The position is serious. Anarchy prevails
in the capital. The Government is paralysed.
The transport of provisions and fuel is com-
pletely disorganised. The general dissatisfac-
tion is increasing. There is disorderly firing
in the streets. The troops are firing at each
other.

It is necessary immediately to charge a per-
son enjoying the confidence of the country to
formn a new Government. Delay is impossible.
Any delay means death. Pray God that this
may be our responsibility and that it may
not fall on a crcwned head!

M. Rodzianko also wired the text of the
foregoing message to the Chief of Staff,
General  Alexieff, and the commanding
generals at the frout, asking them to use
their influence with the Emperor in support
of the Duina’s appcal.

General Brusiloff replied: ‘‘ Your telegram
received. 1 have fulfilled my duty to my
Tsar and my country.”’ )

General Russky replied: ‘‘Your telegram
received. I have carried out your request.’”’

Later M. Rodzianko sent a second telegram
to the Tsar as follows:—

. The situation is becoming warse. Measures

must be taken immediately. for to-morrow it

may be too lute. The last hour has arrived
when the fate of thie country and the dynasty

is being deoided.
Soldiers and the Duma.

About orno o'clock a deputation of the
troops in revolt srrived at the Duma build-
ing to ascertain the position taken up by that
assembly. M. Rodzianko communirated to

the deputation a resolution adopted by the
lcaders to the effect that the hour kad struck
for a change of authority, in which the Duma
would take a most active part, and dwelt on
the urgency of maintaining quiet and order.
The Duma leaders afterwards elected a com-
mittee to ensure the maintenance of order
and to enter into relations with institutions
and individuals. 1t consists of twelve mem-
bers, headed by M. Rodzianko, and including
the two Vice-Presidents of the Dums, M.
Shidlovsky (chairman of the Progressive
block), M. Miliukoff (the leader of the Con-
stitutional Democrats), the other party chiefs,
and the Socialist and Labour leaders. The
deputies of the Extreme Right did not attend
the sitting. .o ]
At two o’clock further parties of troops,

with numbers of armed citizens, arrived at
the Duma. They were loudly cheered, and
were addressed by the Socialist and Labour
leaders. The Duma guard was then replaced
by soldiers in ¢ revolt.”” The Duma post
and telegraph office was occupied, and sen-
tries were posted over the telephones. The
officer commanding the Duma guard was
wounded in the street by a vouth, from whom
he tried to wrest a weapon. - He was carried
into the Duma building, whence, after being
attended to by a doctor, he was removed to
hospital.

Reactionaries Arrested.
At half-past five a strong revolutionary
escort brought in M. Heheglovitoff, the Pre-
sident of the Council of the Empire, who

had been arrested at his house. He was
formerly Minister of Justice, and is one of
the most prominent reactionaries. He was
temporarily lodged in the Ministerial room
of the Duma. ,
At the same time it was intimated that
a number of other arrests were imminent. The
so-called German gang was to be removed
once for all.

About this time, too, news reached the
Duma that the revolutionaries had seized the
hated Kresty Prison after a short resistance
on the part of the Gnards. All the political
prisoners were released, including the mem-
bers of the workmen’s group of the Central
Military Industrial Committee, who were
arrested a month ago, and also M. Krustaleff
Nosar, the leader of the workmen’s organisa-
tion in 1905. The same course was followed
at the preliminary detention prison and at
the women‘s prison, within a stone’s-throw
of the Imperial Maric Théatre.

The detéctive hcadquarters were de-
molished and burned. with all the archives
and *papers relating to political personages
and organisations.

Early in the afternoon Prince Galitzin, the
Premier, telephoned to M. Rodzianko that he
had resigned. The revolutionaries scarched
the houses of several of the Ministers.

A Workmen’s and Soldiers’ Council.

During the day the Council of Workmen’s
Delegates issued a manifesto inviting the
troops siding -with the people and the fac-

torio§ to choose representatives to attend a
niceting of the Council in the Duma premises
this evening—one representative pér batta-
lion and per thousand workmen, factories
employing less than a thousand hands to send
one representative. The Council also issned
an appeal calling on the people to assist in
the provisioning of the troops pending the
organisation of supplies.

Meanwhile fresh troops were constantly
arriving at the Duma as well as armed
civilians.  Several lundreds of the latter
were drawn up outside the House at one
time. Many came in motor-cars and lorries,
briuging large rescrves of cartridges, which
were promptly distributed. Many speeches
wera delivered from the steps of the Duma,
the orators dwelling especially on the necd
for the preservation of order pending the
reorganisation of the Government and on
the necessity for the immediate resumption
of work at all the factories lest the armies
at the front should be handicapped when
on the verge of victory.

Returning towards the centre of the town
I found the Petrograd District Law Courts,
uot far from the Duma, burning. Firemen
were preventing the flames from spreading to
the adjoining buildings. )

A little further on there had been a brief
fight between opposing factions of Guards
using machine-guns and rifles, but there had
been surprisingly few casualties. The Gov-
ernment troops, in fact, have shown little
reluctance in accepting the inevitable either
here or in other quarters where there have
been similar conflicts.

Revenge on the Police.

Tuespay EVENING.

All the military and naval forces in Petro-
grad have now declared themselves on the side
of the people, and troops from Kronstadt have
arrived and joined their comrades, but so far
they are not accompanied by many of their
officers.  The streets are now perfectly safe,
although people with weak nerves are ncea-
sionally startled by exuberant firing in the
air.

There his been a wholesale demolishing and
burning of police stations in revenge for
police in soldiers’ uniforms having manned
niachine-guns on the roofs of buildings such
as the Tnmiperial Marie Theatre and the Hotel
Astoria, besides police stations and private
Lkouses. from which they also dropped
grenades on the people.

Machine-gun fire was opened on the Naval

Brigade from the roof of the Hotel Astoria,
which since the war has been transformed
into an hotel for officers, including British
officers and other foreigners. The naval men:
retaliated with a sharp fusilade, broke into
the hotel, arrested most of the Russian officers
there, numbering some 200, and took them
to the Duma. The foreigners in the hotel
were treated with the greatest courtesy, and
were transferred to quarters elsewlere.
Small mercy was shown to the police, who
are believed to have heen respounsible for most
of the casualties among the civiiians. - These,
so far as can at present be judged. amount
to a few hundred. the great majority being
wounded. A military police force is now
being organised.

Joyous Thanksgiving.
A walk through the chief streets between
eleven and one showed that there was every-

where the greatest animation. There were

ceaseless outbursts of cheering. Sailors and
Sisters of Merey were especially popular, The
sisters cheered back and threw kisses. It
was a beautiful early spring day, which
scemed to refleet the political hour and the
mood of the populace. A feeling of the
deepest  thanksgiving for what has been
accomplished with. so little bloodshed fills all
patrivtic hearts.

Without a great change it was doubtful
whether Russia could have finished her tit.
She is determined to win with a determina-
tion which Germans will soon realise, and will
remember and rue for long vears to come.
With a mighty effort Russia has burst her
bonds.

Ex-Ministers' Fate.

These days mean the rooting out of Ger-
man influences, of everything German, and
also of Russian influences wused to German

ends. Among the lower classes especially
Baron Friedrichs, Minister of the Court, has
long been suspect. His house in Post Office
Street was burned out this aftermoon. The
servants had been allowed to leave.

M. Stiirmer (the ex-Premier), the Metro-
politan of Petrograd, and M. Kurloff, for-
merly Assistant Minister of the Interior, who
had charge of the police arrangements at the
time of M. Stolypin’s murder, and whose acti-
vities have recently been renewed, among
others have been arrested and taken to the
Duma. .

It is stated that General Sukhomlinoff,
ex-Minister of war, is also in the hands of
the people.  Any proved treachery will un-
doubtedly pay the pensliy.

Roaring Furnaces.

- Not in the most thrilling drama eve: pro-
duced on the stage cf the Maric Theatre was

there ever such a scene as that witnessed
‘cutside its walls this afternoon, when the
police_were firing with iachine-zuns down
intc the square from the roof of the theaire
as well as from the Litovsky Prison and the
Tnicndancy, while the troops below answered
salvo with salvo. The Litovsky Prison and
the detcctive hezdquarters on either side of
tho theatre were soon roaring furnaces. The

soldiers had ulready .dealt witih their
cvstodians. Here as well as in other prisons
wany police were found ! disguised as

prisoners.

AN ATTEMPT TO AVERT,
REVOLUTION.

——— s

LORD MILNER'S MISSION.

THE OBDURACY OF THYE TSAR.

(From a correqpondent.)
Loxpox, THURSDAY.

Nothing has been said officially about the
object of Lord Miluer's recent mission to
Qussia. but it may now he staled that it was
at least partly connected with Russia’s in-
ternal condition.  The letter, read by Mr.
Dillon in the House of Commons, from Lord
Hardinge to our Ambassador in Petrograd,
Sir George Buchanan, shows ihat the British
Governmeni have long been awarc of the
serious state of Russia and the impossibility
of the reactionaries. Sir George Buchanan
kept them well informed, and, indeed, was a
staunch supporter of the Duma and the
Liberal clements. The dismissal of Trepoff,
the appointment of Galitzin, the autocracy of
Protopopoff, the prorogation of the Duma,
the denunciations of the Government, the in-
ternal chaos—all were signs of revolution. It
is belicved that the Tsar informed the British
Royal Family that he anticipated some such
happening, but was confident that he could
suppress it.

There is reason to suppose that Lord
Milner was sent to Petrograd to bring about
an accommodation between the Tsar and the
Duma, so as to avert a revolution. It is be-
lieved that he proposed that the Tsar should
appoint a Ministry respousible to Parliament.
1t might seem that this was asking more than
the Duma itself had asked for, but it was well
known thai the populace and the army were
more advanced than the majority in the
Duma. The Tsar, it is said, rejected the sug-
gestion on the plea that it did not harmonise
with Russian institutioms, and could not be
worked by so politically unripe a plea.

Lord Milner then proposed that the Tsar
should appoint a Ministry acceptable to the
Duma, and suggested that Sazonoff, always
a faithful friend of the Allies, would be an
appropriate Prime Minister and Foreign
Secretary. This proposal, too, was rejected.
Lord Milncr made other efforts at reconcilia-
tion. and met the various leaders of Russian
opinion in the hope of being able to work out
some scheme which might avert a revolu-
tionary outhreak. Every effort was shattered
by the obduracy of the Tsar. It is note-
worthy that the outbreak followed promptly
on Lord Milner's return from Russia, where
his failure was generally understood to mean
that nothing could be hoped from the Tsar,
and that the people must seek their own re-
demption.

German Reports.

The “‘Vossische Zeitung '’ recently pub-
lished an important message from its ener-
getic correspondent, Behrmann, in Stock-
holm. He has much to say on the familiar
lines about the terrible domination of Russia
by England—this will, of course, be news to
most people, but it is intended, no doubt, to
stir up resentment among the Russians,—
and he adduces as evidence the recent visit
of the English delegates to Petrograd. He
says:-—=

There is no longer any question.of whether
the Right or the Left will snatch the victory in
internal polities, it is not any longer a struggie
between the Crown and the National repre-
sentatives. What we are witnessing to-day in
Russia is a harder, and perhaps more decisive,
strugle for Russia’s political independence.
He asserts that Russia’s financial neds had
brought her under English control—and then
gives an account of the position which had
reached Stockholm from Russian sources.
French and British influences, he says, were
openly working to overthrow the Government
and to get Bobmiski or Trepoff for Prime
Minister since they would work in co-opera-
tion with the Duma and the nation; while
‘Lord Milner was said to have stated that the
Allied delegates demanded that Protopopoff,
the hated reactionary Minister who held con-
versations as to a separate peace with Ger-
man agents in Stockholm, should net only
be removed from the Ministry, but should be
permitted to hold no political or Court post
in which he could exercise the slightest direct
or indirect influence on Russian policy. This
This is a demand which the Duma and the
Russian mnation would bave heartily sup-
ported. Nevertheless this attempt to make
a ‘‘purely IEnglish Cabinet,”” says the
“ Vossische”’ correspondent, failed, and the
delegates had to content themselves with the
admission of Count Kokovoff to the Ministry
to make it slightly more ¢ Russian,” and
even, in the end, he adds, to admit that they
had no objection to the hated Protopopoft
holding on extra Ministerial post in the event
of a Trepoff Cabinet being formed.

From all the discussions and prophecies
concerning the situation in Russis which
appeared in German newspapers one is bound
to conclude that if a revolution did break out
it would easily and rapidly realise its aims.
Accounts agreed that the army was siding
with the Opposition, and tkat it was the
military wish to depose the Tsar and to pro-~
claim in his stead the Grand Duke Nicholas
or Michael. The *‘Frankfurter Zeitung”
especial]ly was careful to point out that the
event of a revolution would by no means

necessarily turn in Germany’s favour. It
said : —

But it would be a mistake to draw from all
that has been said the conclusion that the
rower of resisitance of the Russian army hss
been paralysed. So far, the Higher Command,
which in this matter is openly supported by the
parties that are carrying on.the war against
the Government, has succeeded in keeping the
effects of the political crisia away from the
Russian front. If there is a point upon which
all opponents of the Government, whatever their
camp, are agreed, it is the resolution to hold
out. In the case of the middle-class Liberals.
whose organs set the tone, there.still reigns
apparently the to us incongeivable conviction
that a Russian victory will ;bring .about the
desired internal transformation: - And. evén
those who no longer believe in this would,
nevertheless,. do nothing to facilitate the con-
clusion of a separate peace by the present
Government—a course to which they say it is
strongly inclined. It seems to_us, therefore,
that, at any rate.in the immediate present,.a
reaction of the internal cituation in Russis upon
foreign policy is not to be expected. But ghonld
it by any means culminate in a ,ca.taat;%pl}e,
such a disastrously complicated state of affairs
would result that any attempti to estimate the
conseguences would be an idle game.

‘what Franco-British influence failed to do,
the people, the Duma, and the army have
now done for themselves, and it is certain
that, as a result, Russia will go forward to
the end with her allies and will fight with

| greater efficiency and with a better heart.

)

MOSCOW DELIGHTED.

OTHER TOWNS ADHERINC.

(RETCTER'S CORRESFONDENTS.)

PerroGrAD, WEDNESDAY NIGHT.
Moscow adhered to the revolutionary move-
ment in an hour and a half without a dron
of blood being shed.
Moscow, THURSDAY.

The ancient capital is filled with popular
rejoicing at the overthrow of the Govemn-
ment. The officers have rallied to the new
National Government, and a Military Com-
mittee has been formed to preserve order and
to regulate food supplies. The Commitee is
Lacked by a brigade of artillerv, five regi-
ments of infantry, and thousands of armed
militia.
General Mrosovskc. commander of the
troops in the Moscow district, has been
artcsted. Over a thousand police sand
gendarmes have been arrested and brought to
thoe Town Hall. All the political prisoners
in the great Butyuky Prison have been re-
leased.

The towns of Kharkoff and Nijni Novgorod
have declared for the new Government.

ARMY AND NAVY WITH
THE PEOPLE.

NO WEAKENING. IN THE WAR.
(Rnu:mn’s CORRESPONDENT.)

Perrocrap, WEDNESDAY.
The President of the Duma has sent to the
commanders of the Baltic and Black Sea

Fleets and to the chiefs of the armies on the
northern, south-western, western, and
Rumanian fronts, and to the Chief of the
General Staff, telegrams asking the army and
navy to preserve absolute calm and to be sure
that the struggle against the foreign enemy

single moment. ¢ As hitherto, the army and
navy,”” the telegram continues, ‘ must con-
tinue firmly and valiantly to defend the
country, and while the Provisional Commit-
lee, with the aid of the military elements in
the capital and with the moral support of the
people, restore calm and regular activity,
each officer, soldier, and sailor should fulfil
his duty.”

The officers of the Petrograd garrison at a
general meeting unanimously decided to re-
cognise the authority of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Duma until the furmation of a
permanent Government.

940 pr.ar.

The French and British Ambassadors. have
entered into business relations with the Exe-
cutive Committee of the Duma.

The Grand Duke Cyril has informed the
Committee that he places the Marines under
his orders at their disposal. He also visited
M. Rodzianko, and placed himself at the dis-
posal of the latter.

The revolutionary troops have occupied the
Winter Palace. The 1st and 4th Regiments
of Don Cossacks joined the revolutionary
troops. The Duma Committee has arrested

‘| M. Goremykin- the former Premier.

1018 p.a.

The Imperial Bodyguard regiments rode
into Petrograd to-day. It is estimated that
there are mow 60,000 traops in the capital.

The political prisoners in the Schliisselburg
have been released.

11 50 p.y.

The Executive Committee of the Duma has
arrested M. Bark, Minister of Finance.

Two deputies, acting on the instructions of
the Executive Committee, proceeded to Kron-
stadt, where the troops placed themselves at
the Duma’s disposal. ,

BEFORE THE STORM.

THE DUMA’S WARNING AND
. PURPOSE.

In view of the events in Russia, it is de-
sirable to recall now some of the statements
made at the meeting of the Durna on Deceiws-
ber 29, when various members predicted the
coming revolution, warned the Gcvernment,
and urged that the Duma should come for-
ward to save the nation. The following are
extracts from the speeches:—

M. Adzhemoff (Cadet party).

Was it not clear that the country could only
save itself through its own efforts? So long as
the Duma was still standing between the Gov-
eyrnment, i by unseen_forces, .and the
country there was still hope of a peaceful solu-
tion of the confliot; but should the latter break
oty the Duma ought to declare at once that at
the decisive moment it would be with the people.

M. Milyukoff (Leader of the Constitutional
Demacrats).

We are gouing at. present through a terrible
moment, Under our ov;: eye; :11;6 x;zho:iml .ﬁghg
for freedom w3as going beyon e boundaries o
strict legality, and the methods of 1905 (that is
to say, methads of violence) were reappearing.
It cannot be denied that the public pronounce-
ments of various urganisations contain threaten-
ing notes; they are a warning to the Govern-
roent.

Let it not be said that the street mob is com-
ing again on the stage. No! this is not a sfreet
mob, but the same social elewnents to which we
ourselves belong; and very often the mcst viclent
proposals at the public conferences are made
by the most conservative elements. The Russian
liberation movement is regaining that unity of
front which it had before, on October 30 of 1905
(the day when the Tsar granted the Conshtu_txon).
and it is just at this moment that a handful of
blind and insane men ars trying to stop that
powerful stream -that we here, in ocorijunction
with the nation at large, are trying to direct into
lawful chanmels. I repeat again there is still
time to do that, but time does pot stand still,

The air is fuil of electricity, and one feels the
approach of a thunderstorm. No one can tell
where and when the first thunderclap will oceur.

M. Skobelefi (Socialist party).

The process by which the nation had been
srriving at a proper understanding of what was
going on was being completed, and the Duma
had no longer any right to say that it had no
one behind it.

M. Konovaloff (Progressive party).

The country had no_ Government and no
leaders in whom it could place its trust. ~The
Government was a symbel of impotence of will
and thought, and was corrupted By the influence
of all sorts of nonentities. All Russia had now
become conscious that victory nnderthe present
regime and under the present Govermment was
an fmpossibility, and that the first condition of
vietory over the external enemy tust be victory
over the internal enemy. The only reply which
the Government had given to the demand of the
Dumas for reorganisation was a new challenge
and a new act of contempt for the nation. The
Government simply paraded its ill-will for the
Duma, the nation, and the public organisations,
It was slien to the people, if was hostile to the
people, and the nation must raise the entire
question of the political system. Let the fight
initiated by the Duma be carried out to 2 finish,
and let there be no compromises on the way,

M. Rychkofl- (Independent). -

‘Everybody knew- what a - fermentation was
going on among the people. What would the
deputies say when they came home? Would
{hey 8imply shrog their shonlders and call upon
}he people: Waigo and see™'? Eno;gtlz tzg ﬁ.htal:;!

t was necessary to speak now an e
electors and the entire nation: The Duma was.
being treated with contempt, and that to.use a
Russian proverb, * The wrath of the people was
the wrath 'of God.” The Duma ought to reply.
to all reprisals of the Government in the words
of the late Stolypin, *“Youn can’t frighten us.” -

M. 8avenko (Pregressive Natiomalists). P

‘. The Gove‘rn'x'xiéxit'::;vc"as afraid of.a revolution,

but it was-the -Government itself which was the

. chief revolutiorising factor in the country,

¥

is not suspended or weakened even for a

IN PARLIAMENT.

MR.LAW'SANNOUNCEMENT

In the House of Commons last night, in
reply to a question, Mr. Bonar Law (Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer) anncunced that there
had been a revolution in Russia. Thesoldiers
had taken the side of the Duma, but there
was no serious loss of life. The Tsar Bad ab-
dicated, and the Grand Duke Michael Alex-
androvitch had been appointed Regent.

While the debate on the Vote of Credit was
priceeding, Sir H. Dalzied (L—Kirkcaldy
Burghs) intervened and asked whether Mr.
Bonar Law could give the House any informa-
tion about affairs in Russia. 1In his opinion
there was nothing at which to be alarmed so
far as this country was concerned. (Cheers.)
11 the information pointed to the oonclusion
that those who had ecaused the revolution
were sincere friends of this country, and
anxious to ally themselves wits us in the
prosecution of the war to a successful issue.
In fact, he invited the Government t3 say that
this was no pro-German success, but a real
anti-German movement. (Cheers.)

Mr. BONAR LAW: I quite agree that in a

matter of this gravity the duty of the Govern-
ment is to give the House of Commons all the
information in their power, and I am also
strongly of opinion that the House of Commons
is the proper place in which information of that
kind shounld be given. But I am sure the
House will not be surprised that until to-night
it has not been possible for me or the Govern-
ment in any way to give any information as to
what was happening in Russia.
e Revolution, as the right hon. gentleman has
said, is a serious thing at any time. It is very
serious not only fo the country affected, but to
her Allies in a time of war. ’

The first news we had of any serious trouble
in Russia came by telegram on Friday night
last. It was to the effect simply that there
were disturbances in the streets. Since then
we have had daily telegrams giving more or
less authentic news—I mean it came from our
Embassy, but they themselves had not alt the
possible means of obtaining accurate informa-
tion in the circumstances: which existed in
Petrograd. But by degrees t became plain that
Petrograd was becoming more or less under
ordered rule, and that the rule was a rule over
which the President of the Duma was exercising
control. (Cheers.)

It was a fact also that almost from the cutset
the soldiers and we are informed also the sailors
had taken the side of the Duma. (Cheers.) The
result has been, so far as information has
reached us, that there has not been any serious
loss of life. I am not sure that this is the case,
but we have had no indication that there has
been serious loss of life in Petrograd.

The Abdication of the Tsar.

The reason I am able now to say something
about it to the House of Commons is that only

bassador to the effect that a telegram had been
received from the Duma announcing that the
Tsar had abdicated, and that the Grand Duke
Michael Alexandrovitch had been appointed
Regent.

I should be glad to give a reassuring state-
ment in what I ‘have said. There is 2 measure
of comfort to us who are the Allies of Russia
in the comparative tranquillity witk which this
change has been conducted. (Cheers.)

There is alsc this comfort, and it is a real
comfort, that all our information leads us to
believe that the movement is not in any sense
directed towards an effort to secure peace, but,
on the contrary, the discontent—this is the sub-
stance of all our information—is not against
the Government for carrying on the war, but
against it for not carrying on the war with
efficiency and with that energy which the people
expect. (Cheers.) I have told the House all 1
know in this matter. They will understand that
it is not possible for me to say more, but I can
assure. them that if any authentic information
reaches us at any time I shall at once com-
municate it to the House of Comimons.

Mr. H. Samuel (L—Cleveland): I am sure the
House will have heard with thankfulness that
the great events which have taken place in
Russia have passed off, so far as the Govern-
ment is aware, without serious loss of life, and
the House, I am quite certain, will rejoice at
the statement. of the leader of the House that
these changes are not likely in any way, so far
as the Government is informed, to impair the
solidarity of the great alliance between our-
selves and the other Powers engaged on this
war, and is likely, if it bas any result upon the
war at all, to secure that it shall be prosecuted
with even greater vigour and energy than
hitherto. (Cheers.) ]

Mr. J. Devlin . (N—Belfast): The House i8
rateful to my right hon. friend for his prompti-
ude in calling forth the annocuncement of the
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 1 am sure those
of us who believe in the triumphant vindi-
cation of democratie prineciples and democratic
authority in all countries in Europe must
rejoice at what we believe to be a successful
blow for demacratic government in Russia.
(Cheers.) I am very glad to hear, too, from
the right hon. gentleman that the attitude of
those who have taken part in this revolution
has been an attitude which will tend to a fur-
ther strengthening of all those in Russia who
are associated with the Allies in the successful
prosecution of the war. (Cheets.)

A Reassuring Message.

Mr. BONAR LAW again intervened in the
debate a little later to say that he had just had
another mestsage to the efiect that the Russian
Naval Attaché in Paris had received informa-
tion that the railways and public services in
Russia were again working. This did not add
much to the information he had already given
to the House. It was, however, reassuring so
far as it went. He appealed to the House not
to continue the discussion.

The House shortly afterwards adjourned.

On Mr. Law’s intimation that from the outset
the soldiers and sailors had taken sides with
the Duma the cheering became general and
unrestrained. ‘‘ Not like this country,” cried
Mr. Dillon, breaking in on the acclamation.
« Russia has gone ahead of us now.”

THE NEW -REGENT.

The Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovitch,
the new Regent, is the abdicating Sovereign’s
only brother. "He was born in Petrograd in
1878. He has long heen on bad terms with
the head of the family. -

After the birth of the ex-Tsarevitch in 1904
the Grand Duke Michael, who had until then
‘been the heir presumptive to the throne,
was appointed Regent in the event of his
brother’s death. Nine years later. an- Im-
perial manifesto relieved him-of his possible
duties and subjected his person, property
and affairs to a guardianship under the direc-
tion of the Trar. . "The Dowager Empress,
whose deep affection for her younger son had
never been concealed, opposed the step, but
it was .nevertheless taken and was pablicly
announced in the most curt.form. ... .
The immediate cause of the troub'- Ilay
in the Grand Duke’s private life. While
serving as an officer of the Buk Cuirassiers
he conceived an aftection for; Mme. von
Woulfert, 2 lady. who was the wife of one
of his comrades. -~ He was removed to the
commsand -of a Hussar iment, “where -be
showed marked military ability, but he was
not content, and he_sacrificed” il:i,iq];:ax:e;; in
the army’ to: msrry morganatically Mme.
von Woulfert, whose husband had fli,vomed
her. . The .wedding took place in Vienna

The bride had been married twice previously,
her . first . husband having been 'a Russian
Nathalie Sergeev bir ]
‘cow,, 'in ‘which:¢ity ‘she was- born in ~1888:
She-is. now kriown :2s-:Countess Brassov. -By

her: the’ Grand- Dirke has a son, aged sbont
five years. ‘ e . A
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to-night a message was received from our Am- }

‘George, thee
‘Sir Edward-+Carson, -

in October, 1911. -* A Serbian priest officiated. |

doctor. . Her maiden name; was|’
eevna and her birthplace Moe-|'
by’ the i toope st o
The ‘enemy, "whp_?apﬁéiusftd-;!,lﬁ_@;

GERMANS CONTINUE
THEIR RETREAT.

PERONNE IN DANGER.

—

FUTILE COUNTER-ATTACK
ON BRITISH.

The German retreat hefore the British troops
on the Ancre-Somme front has extended to
the south. Yesterday on a frunt of 2}
miles between tho southern border of St.
Pierre Vaast Wood and Saillisel the enemy
abandoned their positions. This apparentir
involves the surrender of the woed. It
is lnnw doubtful whether Péronne will he
held.

In Persia ihe Russians are advancing rapidly
towards the frontier.  Ther have occu-
pied Kermanshah on their way to join the
British in Bagdad, while further nerth
their progress bLegins to threaten the
Turkish hold upon Mosul.

THE BRITISH REPORT.

TrURsDAY, 8§ 47 NIGHT.
The area of the enemy withdrawal has ex-
tended tewards the sputh. We have occn-
pied his trenches on a front of 23 miles from
the sonth of St. Pjerre-Vaast wood to north
of the village of Saillisel.

]
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Early this morning a strong enemy counter-
attack east of Achiet-le-Petit was suceessfuily
beaten off by our troops. We improved our
position in this neighbourhood.

This morving, after a heavy bombardment,
the enemy succeeded in entering our trenches
south-east of Arras. A few of our men are
missing.  Another enemy raiding party was
repulsed during the night north-east of
Neurille St. Vaast.

THE FRENCH REPORT.

TaurspAY NIGHY.

Between the Avre and the Oise after violent
artillery preparations our reconnaissanc:s
carried out raids at several points of the
enemy's front which had been overtkrown by
our ‘fire. Towards Beuvraignes and to the
south of Crapeanmesnil we pushed forward as
far as the third German trench. To the east
of Canny-sur-Matz our detachments enterc:d
a wood and vccupied it to a depth of about
800 metres. In the course of these actions
we took some prisoners.

In the region of Maisons de Champagne
there was grenade fighting. We made some
progress and captured several enemy com-
munication trenches.

On the right bank of the Meuse our artil-
lery carried out effective firing on the German
organisations to the north of Bezonvaux. On
the rest of the front there was intermitten~
shelling. : . :

THE GERMAN REPORTS.

(ADMIRALTY, PER WIRELESS PRESS.)

. THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

During the rainy weather the artillery activity
remained slight in most sectors.

In Champagne, French attacks on the north-
western slope of Hill 185, to the south of Ripont,
could not develop before our destructive fire.
Reconnoitring advances in the Somme region
and on the western bank of the Meuse (where a
¥rench. field post to the south of Cumidres was
destroyed by a vigorous action during clear day-
light) brought us 2 number of prisoners.

- THURSDAY NIGHT.

Nothing of importance has been reported
from either the western or eastern theatre of
war.

HINDENBURG REPORTS TO THE
' KAISER.
(Press AsSsoCIATION WaAR SPECIAL.)

AMSBTERDAY, THURSDAY,
A Berlin official telegram says:—
The Kaiser has received at Main Head-
quarters a report on the situation from Field
Marshal von Hindenburg, :

GENERAL NIVELLE AND
SIR D. HAIG. - .

——

GUESTS OF THE KING.

The Court Circular last night states that
on Tuesday last the following }ad the hononr
of being invited to luncheon with the King
and Queen:—M. ‘Paul . Cambon (French
Ambassador), M. Ribot (French Minister of
Finanece), General Lyautey (French--Minister
of War, now resigned), Admiral La Caze -
(French Minister of Marine);- M. Albert
Thomas (French Minister of Munitions), and
General -Nivelle (Commander-in-Chief of the
French armies in the .west); 3Mr. Lloyd
1 of Derby, Mr. A. J. Balfour,

, Pl Field - Marshdl Sir
Douglas Haig, and General” Sir William
Robe frtson. o T o
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