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Johnson in US 
as May speaks 
out on Trump 
President-elect’s team meets foreign 
secretary hours after PM’s criticism
 Patrick Wintour Diplomatic editor 
Andrew Sparrow
 Boris Johnson  fl ew to New York last night 
for the UK government’s fi rst formal face-
to-face meetings with Donald Trump’s 
administration,  hours after the  prime 
minister declared the president-elect’s 
remarks about women “unacceptable” .

The foreign  secretary was expected to 
meet Trump’s son-in-law Jared  Kushner 
and the White House incoming chief 
 strategist, Steve Bannon. 

The meetings mark the fi rst  formal con-
tact between a UK government  minister 
and the Trump transition team since his 
 election in November.

Johnson, a leading member of the 
 campaign for Britain to leave the  European 
Union, is likely to discuss the status of the 
“special relationship” once the former 
property  tycoon takes offi  ce and its status 
after the UK leaves the bloc.

 Theresa May used her fi rst interview 
of 2017 yesterday to give her clearest 
 indication yet that the UK  would leave the 
single market, a move that will reinforce 
the importan ce of securing a trade deal 
with the US before Brexit.

The foreign secretary’s visit comes 
after two of the prime minister’s chiefs of 
staff , Fiona Hill and Nick Timothy, went 
on a private visit  to meet  members of the 
Trump team .

A  Foreign  Office spokesman said: 
 “Following the successful meeting last 
month between the  prime  minister’s 
chiefs of staff  and President-elect Donald 
Trump’s team,  Boris Johnson is undertak-
ing a short visit to the US for meetings with 
close advisers to the president-elect and 
senior  congressional leaders.  The discus-
sions will be focused on UK-US relations 
and other foreign policy matters.”

Before the US election Johnson was 
extremely critical of Trump.  After the 
 president-elect’s suggestion that he 
would back a ban on  Muslims  entering 
the US and that parts of London were 
no-go areas, the foreign secretary said 
Trump was “clearly out of his mind” and 
“betraying a quite stup efying ignorance 

that makes him unfi t to hold the offi  ce of 
 president of the United States”.

 After Trump’s victory,  however, 
Johnson described the billionaire as a 
“dealmaker” and called for an end to the 
“whinge-o-rama” over his victory.

Trump  tweeted on Saturday night that 
he was planning to meet May shortly, with 
March seen as the most likely month. 

The president-elect said  he  was “very 
much” looking forward to meeting  May in 
the coming months and described Britain 
as a “very special” ally.

But in her first  TV interview of the 
year, May was challenged about  Trump’s 
 previous comments .

Trump’s presidential campaign was 
plunged into crisis after a 2005  record-
ing came to light of him bragging to a TV 
host, Billy Bush, about groping women, 
saying he could  “grab them by the pussy” 
because of his celebrity status. May was 
asked on the Sophy Ridge  on Sunday 
show on Sky News how the comments 
made her feel as a woman.

“I think that’s unacceptable, but in fact 
Donald Trump himself has said that and 
has apologised for it,” the prime minister 
said. “But the relationship that the UK has 
with the United States is about something 
much bigger than just the relationship 
between the two individuals as president 
and prime minister.

“That’s important, but actually we 
have a long standing special relation-
ship with the United States. It’s based 
on shared values and it is a relationship 
where, actually in the UK, we feel we can 
say to the US if we disagree with some-
thing that they are doing.”

The  relationship between the Trump 
team and May has been  complicated by 
the unlikely intervention of  the  former 
Ukip leader Nigel Farage, who had enjoyed 
an inside track with the Republican leader 
before it seemed likely he would win.

Farage  and his entourage  won a high-
profile meeting at Trump Tower  days 
after Trump’s election, and 
he has since implied that the 
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Ambulance 
service cuts 
risking lives, 
say staff  
 Denis Campbell  and Sarah Marsh

Paramedics have accused the  NHS ambu-
lance service of endangering lives  to save 
money by axing a system  under which 
 crews abandon meal breaks to  respond to 
patients with potentially life-threatening 
conditions such as strokes, seizures and 
breathing problems.

Crews at the South East Coast  ambu-
lance  service (Secamb), which covers 
a huge swath of south-east England, 
were told  they would no longer be paid 
overtime for abandoning their breaks to 
respond to some 999 calls, as it emerged 
that medical staff  across the UK  had seen 
an unprecedented demand on emergency 
resources last week.

Frontline staff with the service have 
complained to the Guardian about the 
controversial change of policy as pressure 
mounted on the government to respond 
to the growing crisis engulfi ng NHS emer-
gency departments.  

Paramedics have warned that patients’ 
safety and  lives could be put at risk 
because the  service’s response times, 
which its boss recently admitted were 
already “poor”, will  get even worse.

Ambulance crews will  not be paid the 
£25 they  have been receiving each time 
they interrupt their sole – and unpaid – 
30-minute meal break  during  a 12-hour 
shift in order to answer a Red 2 call, which 
can involve someone with chest pains or 
who has been in a car crash.

The Patients Association said the policy 
was short sighted and that patients’ wel-
fare should never be sacrifi ced  for savings. 

 NHS governance  has meanwhile grown 
into a major political issue  after the deaths 
of three patients  at Worcestershire Royal 
hospital last week.  Theresa May  yester-
day rejected the British Red Cross’s claim 
that hospitals and ambulance services are 
under such pressure that it constitutes a 
 humanitarian crisis  and made it clear she 
would not  produc e an NHS rescue plan.

But  in a series of extraordinary accounts 
 the Guardian is publishing today, doctors 
working in A&E departments across Eng-
land detailed “appalling and chaotic” con-
ditions during last week.

Jon Ashworth, the shadow health 
 secretary, said  Secamb ’s m ove was the lat-
est “shocking revelation” about a   service 
 involved in a number of controversies  
over the  past year . Secamb was put into 
  special measures  in Sep-
tember after inspectors 
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Envoy plotted to set up pro-Israel political party groups
 Ewen MacAskill and Ian Cobain

An Israeli embassy offi  cial who plotted to 
“take down” MPs regarded as hostile has 
also set up a number of  political organis-
ations in the UK that operated as though 
entirely independent.

Shai Masot was filmed covertly as 
he boasted about establishing several 
groups, at least one of which was intended 
to infl uence Labour party policy, while 
appearing to obscure their links to Israel.

The disclosure comes as Labour 
demanded that the government launch an 
immediate inquiry into “improper inter-
ference in our democratic politics”. A for-
mer Tory government minister also called 
for an inquiry into the Israeli embassy’s 
links with two organisations, Conserva-

tive Friends of Israel (CFI) and Labour 
Friends of Israel (LFI).

 Masot is being sent back to Israel in 
 disgrace, and a civil servant and Conserv-
ative party offi  cial who was also fi lmed 
discussing ways to discredit MPs has 
resigned from her post. 

Masot and Maria Strizzolo, a manager 
with the Skills Funding Agency and aide 
to Robert Halfon, the education minister, 
were fi lmed by a man they knew as Robin 

–  who  they believed  was an LFI activist  but 
 was actually a  reporter with  al-Jazeera’s 
investigative unit.

Among the MPs that Masot and Striz-
zolo  discussed “taking down”  was Sir Alan 
Duncan, the Foreign Offi  ce minister and 
vocal supporter of a Palestinian state.

In the latest recordings, Masot boasts of 
establishing organisations “in Israel and 
here [in the UK]”. When asked what he 
means,  he  replies: “Nothing I can share, 
but, yeah .”  He adds : “Yeah, because there 
are things that, you know, happen, but it’s 
good to leave those organisations inde-
pendent. But we help them, actually.”

 LFI and CFI  were founded in the 1950s 
and  70s respectively to support Israel and 
combat anti semitism. The footage taken 
by  al-Jazeera shows  that Masot wanted 

Robin to head  a new organisation, Young 
Labour Friends of Israel. At a meeting last 
July, Masot explains that he had the idea 
for a group called Young Conservative 
Friends of Israel in 2015, and wanted to 
set up a Young Labour Friends of Israel at 
that time. 

 “When I tried to do the same in Labour 
they had a crisis back then with Corbyn. So 
instead of that I took a delegation to Israel 
… I took a  Fabians  group to Israel.”

 Masot also says  he does not w ant Jer-
emy Corbyn to win the  leadership con-
test with Owen Smith. During another 
meeting, he describes Corbyn as “a crazy 
leader”.

“I would prefer that the party will not 

Shai Masot, who has 
been sent home in 
disgrace, was covertly 
recorded advising 
how a Young Labour 
Friends of Israel 
could be  established 
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Amy Adams  and Natalie Portman, contenders for a Golden Globe for best actress in 
a drama fi lm , at the event in Los Angeles last night Photo: Christopher Polk/Getty

Stars shine on Golden Globes night 
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