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Lords revolt at 
Tory plans for 
‘free-market’ 
universities
■ Labour and Lib Dems unite to halt bill 
■ Lord Patten blasts ‘hamfi sted’ reform
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 by Toby Helm
Political Editor

 The government faces a huge cross-
party revolt next week over controver-
sial reforms of higher education that 
would make it easier for new colleges to 
award degrees, become universities and 
make profi ts from teaching students.

Labour, the Liberal Democrats and 
crossbench peers in the House of Lords 
have joined forces in an attempt to scup-
per what they believe is an attempt at 
full-scale “marketisation” of the sector – a 
move they say would lower standards and 
damage the UK’s reputation for running 
many of the best universities in the world. 

The peers – and  university leaders – 
also say the reforms would destroy the 
cherished autonomy of UK universi-

ties and allow  political interference by 
ministers into how  the y are run, t each 
courses and conduct  research.

  Today,  in a further blow to the higher 
education and research bill, Lord (Chris) 
Patten , the former Tory party chairman 

 by Daniel Boff ey
Policy Editor 

Theresa May has used her New Year 
message to reassure those who voted 
for Britain to stay in the European 
Union that she will fi ght for their 
interests “around the negotiating table 
in Europe this year”.

 In a video shot from a state room  in 
 Downing Street, the prime minister 
acknowledges how “divisive” June’s 
referendum has been and  calls for 
unity while appearing to off er succour 
to those who supported the losing side. 

and now chancellor of Oxford Univer-
sity, described the reforms as “ham-
fisted”, coming at a time when uni-
versities were already facing massive 
challenges as a result of the Brexit vote 
and changes to immigration policy.

Referring to attempts to turn the sector 

Following claims that the government 
is  on track for a so-called “hard Brexit” , 
in which the UK is out of both the 
single market and the customs union, 
May insists in her message that she will 
seek a relationship with the EU that 
caters to everyone’s needs, and not just 
those who backed Leave. 

“We all want to see a Britain that 
is stronger than it is today,” May says. 
“We all want a country that is fairer 
so that everyone has the chance to 
succeed. We all want a nation that is 
safe and secure for our children and 
grandchildren. These ambitions unite 
us, so that we are no longer the 52% 
who voted Leave and the 48% who 
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