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May under fi re 
for secret talk 
on Brexit fears
Condemnation from UK and abroad 
over failure to air concerns in public
 Rowena Mason 
Jessica Elgot 
Philip Oltermann
 Theresa May came under intense criticism 
from politicians  in the UK and Europe 
 yesterday after it emerged she had warned 
of the dangers of Brexit in a private talk 
at Goldman Sachs a month before the 
 EU referendum .

The prime minister was accused by 
a string of MPs, headed by Jeremy Cor-
byn, of ignoring her own concerns about 
the risks of leaving the single market, as 
revealed in her remarks to City bankers 
 leaked to the Guardian on Tuesday night.

In Germany, politicians from both gov-
erning parties accused May of failing to 
show leadership,  seizing on her remarks 
to argue that they demonstrated  it would 
be impossible to leave the European 
Union without economic consequences.

 Corbyn attacked May for failing to set 
out her plan for Brexit to the British  people 
as clearly as she had once expressed her 
beliefs to her elite audience. “The prime 
minister has given her private views 
on Brexit to Goldman Sachs bankers, 
but refuses to give the British people a 
clear plan for negotiations,” he said. “It 
shouldn’t take a leaked tape for the public 
to fi nd out what she really thinks.”

Ed Miliband, the former Labour leader 
and leading member of the Open  Britain 
campaign group, said the revelation 
“demonstrated that the prime minister 
was just as worried privately as the rest 
of us are publicly about the economic 
impact of the hard, destructive Brexit her 
 government seems set on”.

He said it showed she clearly under-
stood the economic risks of leaving the 
single market and urged her to share 
 internal government analysis about the 
danger to the economy.

“If private warnings are to be matched 
by proper public debate, it is essential that 
the government is not allowed to hoard 
vital analysis of the impact on our econ-
omy of leaving the single market. This 
work is being done in government and it 
must now be published,” he said.

In a recording leaked to the Guardian, 
May – who was home secretary at the 
time – said during an hour-long session 
at  Goldman : “I think the economic argu-
ments are clear.  I think being part of a 
500-million trading bloc is signifi cant for 
us. I think, as I was saying to you a little 
earlier, that one of the issues is that a lot of 
people will invest here in the UK because 
it is the UK in Europe.

“If we were not in Europe, I think there 
would be fi rms and companies who would 
be looking to say, do they need to develop 
a mainland Europe presence rather than a 
UK presence? So I think there are defi nite 
benefi ts for us in economic terms.”

As prime minister, in contrast, May has 
appeared to pursue a hard -Brexit stance , 
prioritising cutting immigration over 
staying in the single market, while refus-
ing to elaborate any further on her plans 
for taking the UK out of the EU.

Miliband was one of  several Labour, 
Lib Dem, Tory, SNP and even some Con-
servative politicians who said  that May’s 
private comments highlighted the need 
for her to heed her own warnings about 
the economic dangers of Brexit.

Tim Farron, the Lib Dem leader, said it 
was disappointing that May “lacked the 
political courage to warn the public as she 
did a bunch of bankers in private”, while 
the SNP said it showed May agreed with 
the Scottish fi rst minister, Nicola Stur-
geon, about the dangers of leaving the 
single market.

 The former Conservative business min-
ister  Anna Soubry was more diplomatic, 
saying  she had been heartened by the 
prime minister’s comments as it indicated 
she was aware of the dangers of leaving 
the trading bloc. “She clearly knows what 
benefi ts of the single market are and how 
important it is,” Soubry said.

“And we now have to retain our 
 membership, and in order to do that we 
will have to loosen up our views on immi-
gration. We know that can be diffi  cult, but 
she knows the benefits, 
and because she knows the 
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 Scores of Calais camp children left behind 
 Lisa O’Carroll
Alan Travis 
 Mat Heywood Calais
 Scores of unaccompanied children 
remained unaccounted for  last night in an 
increasingly chaotic situation at the Calais 
refugee camp,  despite French authorities 
 insisting the settlement would be com-
pletely cleared  by the end of the day.

Charities working at the site estimated 
that  about 100 children remained  there 
without adequate safeguards, and called 
for dismantling of the site to be halted 
amid growing concern for their welfare.

Save the Children said it was “extremely 
concerned” about children who had not 
been registered, as parts of the camp went 
up in fl ames. About 100  were still in the 

queue when the registration centres were 
“swiftly” closed,  the charity said, adding 
that converted shipping containers set up 
near the camp to house children were full, 
and  youngsters remained outside  with 
nowhere to go.

Help Refugees said it had reports of 
 unaccompanied  minors being turned 
away from the registration centres  and 
sent back to the camp while fi res there 
were still smouldering.  In a Facebook 
post , the charity also  said volunteers were 
trying to fi nd places for them  to stay.

 Some of Help Refugees’ representatives 
said they  could not stop  children running 
into the camp to collect their belongings 
despite the fires . Josie Naughton , the 
charity’s co-founder ,  described the situa-
tion as a “humanitarian emergency” .

A spokeswoman for Doctors  of the 
World said:  “Everything has been 
destroyed . We are very worried about the 
unaccompanied minors. We’ve been told 
the container camp is full, we’ve also had 
reports of children who’ve lost their wrist-
bands giving them entry or who have had 
them ripped off  them in the struggle to get 
access. Where they will sleep tonight is a 
massive concern.” 

It also said it had the impression that 
French authorities had “washed their 
hands of the site” .  Charities have called on 
the local authorities to provide emergency 
shelter  after attempts to persuade hotels 
to take in the minors  had failed. 

Politicians in Britain said they were  

PE teacher Candice Brown, right, was crowned winner of the BBC’s fi nal series of  The Great British Bake Off  last night 
after impressing judges Mary Berry, left, and Paul Hollywood with her creations Photograph: Mark Bourdillon/BBC 9 �

Candice wins bittersweet Bake Off  fi nal
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