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UK warship to 
target people 
smugglers in 
Libya mission 
■ Number of migrants hits new record 
■ Deployment part of EU crackdown
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Jude Law, who stars as a fictional American pope, Pius XIII, in a new TV mini-series, The Young Pope, attends its premiere at the
73rd Venice Film Festival yesterday. (Acclaim for Law’s hardline pope, page 7.) Photograph by Pascal Le Segretain/Getty  
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 by Toby Helm
Political Editor

 Margaret Thatcher would never have 
supported  Brexit  or the holding of an 
in/out referendum, her longest-serving 
and most trusted former foreign policy 
adviser has told the Observer. 

Lord Powell of Bayswater, who was 
at Thatcher’s side during her most epic 
confrontations with Brussels during 
the 1980s, said the Eurosceptic former 
prime minister would always have 
preferred to battle the EU from within, 
whatever the scale of her frustrations, 
rather than opening the door to exit.

“Of course she got fed up with it, but 
I don’t believe that as prime minister  
she would ever have campaigned to 
take Britain out of Europe or had a 
referendum to allow that to happen,” 
he said.  “She wanted to change Europe 

and she set out to change it with great 
vigour, but I don’t believe she would 
have chosen this way and she would 
have avoided getting trapped by the 
referendum promise.

Thatcher ‘would not have supported Brexit’

 by Christopher Stephen 

A British warship will arrive off the 
Libyan coast in the next few days in a 
dramatic attempt to intercept and arrest 
people smugglers as the fl ow of migrants 
trying to cross the Mediterranean for 
Italy reaches record levels.

The unprecedented and risky inter-
vention comes as Europe steps up its 
eff orts to deal with the growing crisis, 
which has seen Libya become the pri-
mary route for migrants, following the 
closure of Greece’s borders to refugees 
last spring. The smugglers last week sent 

fl otilla, Operation Sophia, tasked with 
catching smugglers at sea. Formal 
authorisation for the mission was given 
by Brussels in June. Last week the mis-
sion was widened to include intercept-
ing weapons traffickers and training 
Libya’s coastguard.

 But the plan to deploy HMS Diamond 
was met with scepticism by Crispin 
Blunt, head of parliament’s powerful 
foreign aff airs committee, who is due to 
grill British offi  cials about Libya policy 
later this week.

Blunt said that without Libyan  coop-
eration naval forces could achieve only 
partial success, with the smugglers hav-
ing impunity to operate inside coastal 
waters. “The smugglers are taking 
advantage of the fact there is no coher-
ent government in Libya,” Blunt told the 
Observer. “Until there is a political settle-
ment in Libya that encourages a Libyan 
government to accept assistance in its 
territorial waters, I fail to see how this 
can be eff ective.”

His comments echoed a House of 
Lords report in May that questioned 
whether the operation could ever deliver 
its mandate to prevent people smug-
gling, with suggestions that the search 
and rescue operation actually increased 
the number of crossing attempts. Opera-
tion Sophia began last year and until now 
has concentrated on rescues and intel-
ligence gathering. Its ships arrested 71 
smuggler suspects  who are now being 
dealt with  by the Italian courts .

The change to targeted interception 
has been delayed for months as Libya’s 
new government refused permission for 
warships to enter its territorial waters, 
or to provide forces of its own to arrest 
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record numbers of migrants to sea, with 
more than 13,000 people being picked 
up by charity rescue boats and the Ital-
ian coastguard. 

At least 100,000 men, women and 
children have crossed the sea to Italy 
from north Africa since the start of the 
year, leading to more than 3,100 deaths 
from drowning. But fewer than 100 
 traffi  ckers have been arrested in inter-
national waters.

HMS Diamond, a Type-45 destroyer 
equipped with a 4.5-inch gun, missiles 
and fast-fi ring cannon, will join an EU 

“She never had any truck with 
referendums and frequently spoke out 
against them.”

Powell,  who sits as a crossbencher 
of the House of Lords, was speaking 
as Theresa May headed  to the G20 
summit in China  to spell out to world 
leaders her vision of a post-Brexit UK 
that will be open for trade talks with 
non-EU countries. 

Powell added that he was “pole-
axed” by the vote to leave on 23 June, 
which he regarded as a huge 
backwards step.

Referring to David Cameron’s 

ON OTHER PAGES 
Libyan attack on rescue ship signals new 
danger in Mediterranean 21

ON OTHER PAGES 
Optimistic Britain ‘open for business’, 
May will tell G20 leaders 8-9

PAPAL LAW

*
*

*
*

*

BODYTEXT
The main “body” of a 
news story. Often the 
only part written by the 
reporter. This text is 
the Observer’s standard 
body text. The font is 
9.25 point Mercury text.

BYLINE
Sometimes the writer’s 
job title or where they 
are writing from is 
included. Staff writers are 
always credited.

Gives a brief description of a 
photograph 

Up to five different editions 
are printed per night. 
Five stars means the fifth 
edition.RS

The Observer costs 
£3.00. The price covers 
60% of the cost. The rest 
comes from adverts.

A standfirst is used to 
add detail that was not 
included in the headline. 

This panel tells the reader 
about what is happening in 
another section of the 
paper. It is to tempt 
readers inside the 
newspaper.

SKYLINE

The masthead is a specially 
designed logo that shows 
the name of the newspaper.

Often front page 
stories continue 
elsewhere  in paper.

TURN

MASTHEAD

The biggest 
headline on the 
page is called the 
“main splash”. 
This is a serious 
story so no jokes 
are made in the 
headline.

HEADLINE

STANDFIRST

EDITION STARS

CAPTION

   PRICE & DATE


