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Brexit means border controls  
at whatever price,  May insists 
Anushka Asthana 
Political editor
Theresa May has agreed with her cabinet 
that restricting immigration will be a red 
line in any negotiations with the European 
Union, in a move that some experts have 
claimed will end Britain’s membership of 
the single market.

The prime minister and her team, who 
met at  her country retreat of Chequers, 
also confirmed that MPs  would not be 
given a vote before the government trig-
ger ed  article 50, beginning the two-year 
countdown to a British exit from the EU.

“There was a strong emphasis on 
pushing ahead to a rticle 50 to lead Britain 
 successfully out of the European Union – 
with no need for a parliamentary vote,” 
May’s spokeswoman said, before setting 
out how restrictions on freedom of move-
ment would be at the centre of any  deal.

“Several cabinet members made it clear 
that we are leaving the EU but not leav-
ing Europe, with a decisive view that the 
model we are seeking is one unique to the 
United Kingdom and not an off -the-shelf 
solution,” she said. “This must mean con-
trols on the numbers of people who come 
to Britain from Europe, but also a posi-
tive outcome for those who wish to trade 
goods and services.”

May began the session, the fi rst cabi-
net meeting since the summer break, by 
telling her ministers that there would be 
“no attempts to stay in the EU by the back 
door”. She said that meant no second ref-
erendum, before restating the slogan that 
has defi ned the early part of her premier-
ship: “Brexit means Brexit.”

Her spokeswoman said the group also 
had a long discussion on their commit-
ment to the devolved nations of the UK, 
promising to “make sure Brexit works 

for all”. However, they made clear that it 
would be the UK government’s decision 
to establish the terms of Britain’s EU exit 
and when it would begin, apparently rul-
ing out any possibility of a Scottish veto.

Charles Grant, director of the Centre 
 for European Reform, said immigration 
 controls meant Britain’s Brexit deal would 
not be along the lines of  Norway or Swit-
zerland’s agreements. Instead, it put the 
UK on track for a Canada-style  deal, with 
free trade for manufactured goods, but 
not necessarily for services.

“People have been assuming there will 
have to be restrictions on immigration of 
some sort, either an emergency brake, 
or an Australian-style points system for 
European workers,” he said. “Whatever 
system we go for, it is going to be unaccep-
table to our partners if we want access to 
the single market. We will only have lim-
ited access  and have to content ourselves 

with a free trade agreement, which would 
not cover many of our key services sec-
tors, including fi nancial services.”

The foreign secretary, Boris Johnson, 
has suggested that Britain could retain 
membership of the EU with restrictions 
on freedom of movement, but European 
diplomats  called this a “pipe dream”.

Offi  cials in Johnson’s department are 
among  the  keenest in Whitehall to remain 
as close to Europe as possible, while those 
in the Treasury are also pushing hard for 
single-market access in particular sectors 
such as fi nancial services.

David Davis, heading the main Brexit 
department, has claimed  European coun-
tries will off er Britain a good economic 
deal because it is in their interests to do 
so. Liam Fox, who will be 
leading trade eff orts with 
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 Alarm as third 
of Africa’s 
elephants lost 
in seven years

Jessica Aldred and Oliver Milman

Poaching is driving a huge decline in 
 Africa’s savannah elephants, almost a 
third of the animals having been  wiped 
out between 2007 and 2014. 

The fi rst  continent-wide  census of the 
species  in 15 African countries has found 
that populations were  declining at the rate 
of 8% a year – equivalent to losing 144,000 
elephants over the seven-year period. 
The population  in the area surveyed now 
stands at  350,000 elephants.

The biggest  falls  were  recorded in 
Angola, Mozambique and Tanzania.  There 
were also  low numbers  in the north-east-
ern  area of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, northern Cameroon and south-
west Zambia.  

 South Africa, Uganda, parts of Malawi 
and Kenya, and the W-Arli-Pendjari con-
servation complex  were found to have sta-
ble or slightly increasing elephant popu-
lations. The W-Arli-Pendjari is a series of 
protected areas providing a home to  west 
Africa’s only large elephant population 
that spans Benin, Niger and Burkina Faso.  

New populations were found in Ethio-
pia and Kenya, and rediscovered in an area 
of Botswana where they had been thought 
to be  extinct.

The ambitious survey, the three-year 
Great Elephant Census (GEC), funded by 
the Microsoft billionaire  Paul Allen and 
begun in 2013, used a fl eet of small planes 
to fi nd and count the savannah elephants  .

“This was an extraordinary collabora-
tion across borders, cultures and jurisdic-
tions. We completed a successful survey 
of massive scale, and what we learned is 
deeply disturbing,” said Allen. “Armed 
with this knowledge of dramatically 
declining elephant populations, we share 
a collective responsibility to take action, 
and we must all work to ensure the pres-
ervation of this iconic species.” 

The census estimated  a total of 352,271 
 plains elephants in Angola, Botswana, 
Cameroon, Chad,  DRC , Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Uganda, W-Arli-Pendjari , Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. South Sudan and Central 
African Republic will be surveyed by the 
end of 2016.

 Africa’s elephants are in crisis. About 
 20,000 were killed in 2014  for their tusks, 
at a rate faster than  young were born. 
There were estimated to be more than 1  
million in the early 20th century, but the 
population  plummeted  as thousands 
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New drug off ers treatment hope for Alzheimer’s suff erers
Ian Sample 
Science editor
Scientifi c trials seem to show that a new 
Alzheimer’s drug could benefi t patients in 
the earliest stages of the disease, raising 
hopes that a treatment for the devastating 
condition may fi nally be on the horizon.

While the trial was  to assess the  drug’s 
safety and not whether patients fared 
 better on  it, an “exploratory analysis” of 
the data revealed that the drug appeared 
to slow the mental decline of patients who 
responded to the therapy.

The small study of 165 people with mild 
symptoms of the disorder found that a 
dozen monthly injections of the antibody 
aducanumab removed clumps of protein 
that build  up in the  brain.

According to a leading theory of the 
disease, the steady accumulation of  amy-
loid beta protein in the ageing brain kills 
off  healthy neurons and brings about the 
memory and cognitive impairments expe-
rienced by Alzheimer’s patients.

In the trial, the strongest  sign of men-
tal improvement was seen in patients who 
had the highest dose of the drug and who 
showed the greatest reduction in amyloid 
plaque proteins in follow-up brain scans. 

These patients did not worsen at all after 
six months of treatment. But the small 
number of patients enrolled in the study 
means that two  larger trials, which are 
now recruiting 2,700 patients in 20 coun-
tries, are needed to confi rm whether the 
tantalising signs of benefi t are real.

Alzheimer’s experts welcomed the 
results, but cautioned that it  was too early 
to know whether the drug  would turn out 
to off er hope for patients. Other antibody 
treatments have performed impressively 
in preliminary trials only to fail in  later 
tests.

John Hardy, a neuroscientist at UCL 
who first proposed that amyloid was a 
driver of Alzheimer’s disease, said:  “It’s 
very interesting and nice to see all these 
positive data, and it has caused genuine 

excitement in the fi eld, but it’s a very small 
number of patients and too small to draw 
any defi nitive conclusions from .”

The results of the trial, led by the US 
biotech firm  Biogen  and a Swiss com-
pany called  Neurimmune, are reported 
in the journal  Nature . The data were 
fi rst released at a  scientifi c conference  in 
March last year.

Aducanumab was identifi ed as a poten-
tial treatment for Alzheimer’s when sci-
entists found the antibody in people who 
grew older without suff ering the  mental 
decline that often accompanies old age. 
It appeared that the antibody prevented 
the build up of amyloid plaques and staved 
off  dementia.

Elephants in Kenya. The fi rst continent-wide survey of African savannah elephants fi nds  populations falling by  8% a year Photograph: Graeme Robertson for the Guardian
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The number of people 
in Britain expected 
to be suff ering from 
dementia – the most 
common form of 
which is Alzheimer’s 
disease – by 2025
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