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Now Clinton 
tells Britain: 
you should 
stay in EU
■  Presidential hopeful weighs in on vote
■  No 10 welcomes new US backing
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Barack Obama answers questions from the audience at a ‘town hall’ event at the Royal
Horticultural Halls in central London yesterday. Photograph by Justin Tallis/AFP
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 by Toby Helm
Political Editor

David Cameron faces the  possibility 
of a humiliating Commons defeat 
 tomorrow    over his policy on child 
refugees, as Tory MPs demand that 
the UK admits more unaccompanied 
young people who have fl ed to Europe 
from their war-torn homelands.

At least a dozen Tory MPs were said 
 last night  to be considering whether to 
back an amendment to the immigration 
bill, tabled by  Labour peer Lord Dubs 
 and backed by the House of Lords last 
month, which commits the UK to take 
in 3,000 lone child refugees who are 
already in Europe.

Dubs, who was saved from the Nazis 
and brought to London in 1939 as part 
of the  Kindertransport  programme, has 
 led a parliamentary campaign to take 
in youngsters from camps near Calais 
and elsewhere in Europe who, he says, 
are hugely vulnerable to exploitation, 
sexual violence and disease.

With the government’s Commons 
majority  just 18, a rebellion by a dozen 
Tories could be enough to infl ict defeat 
if the other parties marshal  their forces 
to vote for the Dubs plan.

In an attempt to buy off  rebels, 
ministers reiterated last week  a pledge 

to admit 3,000 more migrants  by 
2020, most of them children, but have 
insisted that these will come from 
camps in the Middle East and north 
Africa – an approach that is seen as 
inadequate by Labour, the Liberal 
Democrats and charities led by Save 
the Children.

Heidi Allen, Tory MP for South 
Cambridgeshire, has  made it clear that 
the government should admit young 
people who have  reached Europe, not 
just those in camps.  On her website, 
she says the government needs to 
“do more” and insists she will “work 
tirelessly with my colleagues to ensure 
the UK plays its part in addressing the 
humanitarian crisis we are facing”.

 by Toby Helm 
and Daniel Boff ey 

Hillary Clinton  today throws   her weight 
behind the campaign to keep Britain 
inside the European Union in a major 
new boost to  David Cameron’s hopes of 
winning  a Remain vote on 23 June.

After Barack Obama used his farewell 
trip to the UK as president to make the 
economic and security arguments for 
membership, Clinton, who is the favour-
ite to win the Democratic nomination 

in July and become the fi rst  female US 
president, makes clear that if she enters 
the White House she will want the UK to 
be fully engaged, and leading the debate, 
within the EU.

In a statement to the Observer , her 
senior policy adviser, Jake Sullivan,  
said: “Hillary Clinton believes that trans-
atlantic cooperation is essential, and that 
cooperation is strongest when Europe is 
united. She has always valued a strong 
United Kingdom in a strong EU.  And she 

values a strong British voice in the EU.”  
Sources close to the former secretary 
of state’s  campaign said she stood  fully 
behind Obama’s opposition to Brexit, 
which the president said on Friday 
would not only undermine the interna-
tional institutions, including the EU, that 
had bound nations closer together since 
1945, but would also mean the UK being 
at  “the back of the queue”  when negoti-
ating new trade deals.

 Obama’s remarks drew angry 
responses from leading figures in the 
Leave campaign, including the mayor of 
London, Boris Johnson, who questioned 
the president’s right to intervene. Lead-
ing backers of Brexit also tried to dismiss 
Obama’s  view as that of a  “lame duck 
president”   soon to be out of offi  ce.

The former Tory defence secretary 
Liam Fox, a Brexit enthusiast, said on 
Friday night that Obama’s opinions 
would be irrelevant after the US elec-
tions in November. “Whoever it is that 
will be at the helm of the United States 
won’t be Barack Obama,” Fox told 
BBC2’s Newsnight. “It will be the next 
president, and the next congress, who 
will be in charge of any trade arrange-
ments.” But  last night  the Remain camp 
and No 10 sources said that such  argu-
ments had exploded in the faces of the 
Brexit camp. 

The Conservative MP Damian Green, 
a board member of   the Britain Stronger 
In  Europe campaign and the chairman 
of  European Mainstream, said: “This 
shows how misleading it is to say this 
is just the view of a president in his last 
days in office. It confirms that main-
stream political opinion in the United 
States is in favour of Britain remaining 
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